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Summary

Role of the Horizontal Expansion Projects
to Solve Some Socioeconomic Problems in Egypt

by
Ali, M.M.

The research aimed at monitoring the reality of socioeconomic
problems in the Egyptian society, including the problems of:
unemployment, population distribution, food gap, per capita agricultural
land, in addition to, the contribution of land reclamation projects and
farming, and the establishment of new rural communities to solve these
problems.

Nevertheless, the research aimed at monitoring the most important
problems facing the land reclamation sector and the new rural
communities.

The research was based on secondary data published by many relevant
bodies to the subject matter, including the Ministry of Agriculture, the
Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics, National Planning
Institute, in addition to the results of some studies linked to the same
subject.

The study has reached a number of results as follow:

- Egypt suffers from the problem of population in terms of
population distribution where we find that 98% of the Egyptian
populations live on 5% of the total area. :

- Declining per capita arable land of about 0.5 acres at the
beginning of the twentieth century to about 0.11 acres with the end of the
century, and high rates of unemployment, with the beginning of the new
century it reached 10.7% of the total labor force in Egypt in 2003.

- Agriculture sector became expulsion to agricultural employment
after he absorbs in the past about one third of the total workforce in Egypt
due to many problems afflicting the sector.
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- Egypt suffers from a gap of food include a number of important
food commodities such as wheat, maize, faba bean, lentil, oil, red meat,
sugar ...

- Failed of land reclamation projects over the last century to achieve
the target reclaimed, which helped to exacerbate the socioeconomic
problems.

- Failed of land reclamation projects for addressing the problem of
unemployment, the total employment provided by these projects
represents only 2.4% of the total workforce in Egypt.

- New villages had been established (774 villages) has taken in
some 758605 people, representing simply about 1% of the total
population of Egypt.

- New reclaimed land contributed with a large margin in crops
production like: barley, peanuts, sesame seeds, faba bean, and tomato.

- Highest success in the new reclaimed land was in the area of fruit
production, amounting to 45% of the total production at the national
fevel.

- Livestock production in the new reclaimed land is very low, which
represents less than 6% of the total production at the national level.

- Land reclamation projects and new communities suffered of many
problems including: high input prices (fertilizers, seeds, and pesticides),
poor quality of the basic services (health, education, entertainment and
transportation), lack of funding, marketing problems, irrigation, drinking
water, in addition to employment. |
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