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ROLE OF AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION IN THE DIFFUSION
OF ORGANIC PATTERN OF FARMING AMONG FARMERS
IN SOME EGYPTIAN GOVERNORATES
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Agricutture Extension and Rural Sociology Department, Faculty of Agriculture,
Menufiya University.

ABSTRACT: The agriculture production which is subfect to organic
agriculture is not enough to satisfy the needs of the Egyptian market due to
lack of demand as well as its high price. However, the export ornented
organic agticuiture production can provide a foreign currency income. It is
highly important to work it out as it is economically important and the
numper of farmers following this kind of agriculture is a lot and spread in
several Egyptian governorates without enough coverage from studies and
researches that can help strengthen and disseminate it

The research problem is: lack of organic agriculture extension studies. Most
of the previous researches focused on comparative studies among the
organic and conventional crops, despite the economic importance of organic
agriculture production and the availability of several researches that can
observe, study and analyze it in order to increase its followers and increase
awareness of producers with the objective of avoiding future problems and
displaying this type in an objective way and its internal factors.

The study resulted in some of the results, which reflect the diffusion of
organic agriculture in Egypt, which is an updated agricuitural activity aged
by not more than thirty years for the following results:

Organic Agricuiture as a new innovation is not limited to young farmers, but
they are scalttered among the farmers, regardiess of age group and this is
what always differ with other stuydies that indicate that the relationship
between age and adoption of Innovations is an inverse relationship. It is also
not limited to owners of higher qualifications, but it is rife with highly
qualified also as the medium, the activity of organic agriculture is not
confined to and agronomists, but it is also rife with other professionals. From
this study different sources were measured in which is institution providing
extension services in the area of organic agricuiture such as the
governmental extension services of in agricultural associations and projects
of the Ministry of Agriculture, Agriculfural Research Center and other
governmental bodjes of the extension services, technical support offices in
the exporting companies specialized in organic production, service offices,
customer support in the agricultural inputs supply companies such as
organic fertilizer, seeds and other inputs. In addition, this study found the
lack of a role for both of farms and agricultural colleges marketing centers in
universities and a simple & effective role of neighbors and relatives because
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of the feeling that everyone belonged for a class better than the producers.
Governmental role in the guidance for organic producers exist, but not by a
large and Assessing it indicates that the average efficiency in some of the
majority of locations and little efficiency in a not insignificant number of
search sites. Most of the results indicate the active role and primary to the
private sector represented at the offices of technical support and extension
services and private contractual extension services and this activity is
helping farmers to understand the rules of organic agriculture in addition to
the preferential price of the product that stimulates the organic farmers to go
for this type of cultivation.
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