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ABSTRACT

162

Twenty-eight rabbits aged from 1-3 months of both sex were obtained from rabbits farm in
Assiut governorate, 20 of them were suffered from diarrhea, and the others were apparently
clinically healthy where 8 of them were chosen to be the control group.

Feacal samples were obtained directly from the rectum of each rabbit under aseptic conditions
in sterile container. Bacteriological tests for the detection of the causative agents of diarrhea
were done. The most important results of feacal examination were as follows: The incidence of
pathogenic E. coli was 45%, the incidence of non-pathogenic E. coli was 30 %, the incidence of
Clostridium pili/orm was 5%., the incidence of Stapholoccus Spp was 20%.

The gross picture was congestion of both liver and intestine which was filled with gasses and
fluids. The liver was dark red in color. Microscopically the intestine showed atrophied villi,
degenerated epithelium with edema, congestion and leukocytic infiltration in the lamina propria
in case of E. coli and Clost. Piliform infection . In case of S. aurous infection, the intestine
showed severe metaplasia of the intestinal epithelium to goblet cell in addition to neutrophil cell
infiltration in the lamina propria. The liver showed severe necrotizing lesion with congestion in
its vasculature.

There was a significant increase in the levels of erythrocyte counts (RBCs), packed cell
volume (PCV), hemoglobin (Hb), total leukocyte counts (TWBCs), neutrophils , lymphocytes
and total protein (albumin and globulin). These changes were usually associated with cases of
diarrhea and loss of body fluids.

INTRODUCTION

The high cost protein and rapid increasing
population in developing countries, are the
major constraints militating against the
availability of the much need high quality
protein food to low income earners .This
situation calls for the production of fast
maturing animals like rabbits with the
utilization of cheap and locally available
feedstuff in order to produce them at an
affordable cost (l).

Diarrhea is a major clinical finding due to
malabsorpation in the intestinal tract. There
are many causes of enteritis or malabsorption
in farm animals. Enteropathogenes include
bacteria and viruses very fames to cause
enteritis (2).

Among the most common causes of
intestinal diseases of microbial origin III

developing countries are E. coli, toxins of
Staph aureus and Clostridium Sp. (3).

The symptoms of digestive problems
accompanied with diarrhea in rabbits are
simple and constant. The first sign, which last
I to 3 days are generally not noticed. It is a
decrease in food intake by the rabbit. After the
5th day moderate diarrhea accompanied by
skin dehydration. Rabbits were considered to
have diarrhea when feces were semisolid and
their perinea or hind legs were wet and soiled
(2).

Although there are many studies on
hematology of various domestic animals, few
data are available about hematological values
of farm rabbits, in healthy and diseased
conditions, confirming the fact that the rabbit
reared for meat production has received little
or no attention in the developing nations (4).




















