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Abstract

Cross-inoculation studies of fifteen Pestalotiopsis isolates
collected from different hosts and locations revealed that the
fungus is a non specific pathogen. Isolates were able to attack
apple, avocado, date-palm, guava, mango and pomegranate
causing leaf spot and fruit rot. Disease severity and disease
symptoms varied according to plant species. Guava plants was the
most susceptible host. all being attacked by tested isolates
resulting in brown leaf spot followed by pomegranate, while date
palm was least affected. Avocado isolate (P6) was more aggressive
on all tested plants, while date palm isolate (P12) was weakest. Six
primers were used to determine the degrees of similarity among
the tested isolates through RAPD - PCR. Isolates from the same
host were not phylogenetically close - related. A close phylogenetic
relationship among isolates possessing similar morphological
characters was observed.
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INTRODUCTION

1

Species of Pestalotia are common pathogens an a broad variety of plants

found in the temperate and tropical regions of the world (Fail and Langenheim, 1990).

Some species appear to grow primarily as saprophytes, whereas others are more

aggressive and cause severe leaf blights, especially on trees (Arrhenius and

Langenheim,1986). Although there are few detailed investigations on the infection

process of these fungi, it is apparent that they often exhibit latent infections and are

more aggressive as pathogens in tissue that has been wounded (Fail and Langenheim,

1990). Uchida (2004) reported that Pestalotia is a Wide spread plant pathogen in

different parts of the worid as well as in Egypt. It attacks a large number of fruit trees

causing several diseases.Pestalotia infection does not kill the plant entirely but the

biosynthetic capaCity of the tree is undoubtedly reduced. Besides the above

mentioned, Pestalotia has been observed on a number of hosts of great economic

importance. No detailed account of the total amount of loss incurred has been

estimated. Joshi (2005) reported that Pestalotia fungus attacks cashews and the

symptoms can be observed as minute irregular necrotic patches of brick red colour at


































