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Abstract

This research aims at identifying the awareness degree and rural woman participation in
the following activities: children education and health care, farming decision-making, plant
production, poultry and livestock production, and food processing. Furthermore, the research
addressed the significant relationship between independent studied variables and rural woman
participation in the previous activities.

The research was conducted on 80 rural women from Shinwan and Meselha villages,
selected randomly among Shebin Elkom district at Menofiya Governorate. A field questionnaire
was used to collect data through personal interviews of rural women at their villages during
March and April 2009 period. After the completion of data collection, data was reviewed,
classified, tabulated and statistically analysed by using frequency tables, percentages, and
simple correlation, in addition to Chi square test.

Most important results of the research are as follows:

- Increased the adoption level of the researched rural woman on the government
health institutions such as hospital, rural health unit in order to treat diseases and
children health care.

- Increased the awareness level of rural woman on the importance of children
vaccination to protect them from various diseases.

- The most important motives of rural women of their children education is to prepare
them for the labour market, the general culture and knowledge.

- The higher percentage of rural women which preferred for their daughters to get
medium and high school education with an average of 41.25% and 33.75%
respectively.

- Increased the participation of rural women in two decisions: buying and selling
poultry production and household productive project, while a high rate of rural woman
participation with her husband in decision-making for the selection of the cultivated
crops and agricultural products marketing.

- Most of the researched rural women have food processing activities such as extract
butter from milk, cheese industry, pickling and the sale of milk and dairy products.

- Increased the participation of rural women with their husbands in many activities
related to poultry and livestock production, such as livestock feeding and watering,
care of new calves, clean the livestock barn. While the rate is raised with the rural
women alone in the following activities: feeding poultry, barn clean, collecting eggs
and selling poultry. :

- Increase the participation of the researched rural women with their husbands in the
field of plant production, land cultivation, grass purity, crop transportation and
packing, selling crops, crop processing, fertilizers applications, hoeing, patching,
slippers, and prepare seeds for cultivation.

- The participation of rural women in plant production activities is affected by the
following variables: educational level of rural woman, number of family members,
educational level and job of husband. While their participation in decision-making and
food processing is affected by the cultural openness variable.





