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SUMMARY

A total of sixty weanling male White New Zealand rabbits of fOUf weeks of age were blocked by
weight divided into five similar groups. Each group was divided into three replicates each of
four rabbits. Rabbits of each replicate were placed in wire smgle floor cage. In this study Olive

cake (OK) was incorporated into the basal diet to replace wheat bran (WO) with the percentage of 0,25, 50,
75 and 100% of the diet. All the experimental diets have nearly the same level of crude protein (CP) illid all
diets were fed in pellets. The diets were fannulated to cover the nutrient requirements ofrabbits according to
NRC 1977. The criteria studied were live weight (LW), weight gain(WG), feed intake(FI), feed conversion
(FC), digestibility coefficients (DC) and the nutritive values (DCP, TDN and DE) of tested diets The
slaughter trail was carried out at the end of the experiment on three representative rabbits from each
treatment. The economic efficiency (EE) was also calculated. The results obtained seemed to justify the
following conclusion: Rabbits fed at all levels of (WE) substitution consumed 6.6-13.6% less feed intake
(FI) than those fed the basal diet. The average gain (AG) per kg total digestible nutrients (TDN) consumed
during the whole experimental period indicated the superiority of total replacement of WE by OK (97%)
more than that of the control group. Carcass % without head was the highest in control group (50.55%)
while that of OK diets was ranged from 48.18 to 50.32% recording 4.69% lower than that of the control
group. The inclusion of OK to replace 25-100% of WB in rabbit diets is economically effective. 1be
nutritive values as DCP, TDN and DE were nearly similar by increasing the dietary OK in the rabbit up to
75%, while there is an adverse effect on these feeding values by increasing OK level up to 100%. Finally
from economic point of view, it appears that the inclusion of OK to replace 75% of WE in rabbit diets is
economically effective.
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INTRODUCTION

Feed is the largest single item in the cost of producing rabbit meat representing at least 65% of the
total production cost. For this goal, there is urgent need to evaluate by-products which are extremely
important to formulate least cost rabbit diets. Wheat bran is the coarse outer covering of the wheat kernel
as separated from cleaned and scoured wheat in the usual process of commercial milling. Wheat residues
are good sources of iron and manganese and because of their bulky nature. Bran was the only foodstuff of
all rationed material allowed for rabbit breeder during the past war rationing. Bran is only suitable for
drying off wet masks and because it enjoys a reputation for stimulating milk production and is also
laxative in mature, is usually more expensive than its more feeding values merit. More than 95% of the
estimated world's olives are grown in the Mediterranean basin. The mplies that, following the extraction
of oil by various procedures, there remains a variety of residues some of which may be exploited for
ruminant livestock feeding. The pulp fraction is of principal interest as far as livestock feeding is
concerned. It must be remembered, however that there is a wide variation in the processes used in the
yield of residues and low these or amounts there of are combined in the final residue employed as feed.
Appreciable amounts of the concentrate must be imported and the possibility of replacing some of it by a
lower cost by-product such as olive pulp merits more than usual interest. Earlier research within Libya
with both cattle and sheep yield promising results. No significant differences were noted in the
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