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DETERMINANTS OF THE KNOWLEDGE LEVEL AND
ENVIRONMENTAL BEHAVIOR OF RURAL WOMEN A STUDY
IN RURAL MINUFIYA GOVERNORATE

Keneber, K. A. A.

Agric. Extension and Rural Sociology Dept., Minufiya Univ. Shebin EIl -
Kom, Egypt

ABSTRACT

This study aimed basically at: 1dentifying the environmental knowledge
level of rural women, ldentifying the degree of environmental behavior,
Determining the factors which were correlated with the environmental
knowledge level and environmental behavior degree, and Specifying the
factors were affecting at environmental knowledge and environmental
behavior { avoiding implementation of negative environmental practices} and
explained their variances .
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The study was carried out in two villages in Minufiya Governorate, the
first village was Tanbedy which belongs to Shebien El-Kom district and the
second village was Tokh-Tanbesha which belongs to Berkt-ElSaba district.
One hundred rural women were selected randomly  from each village .A
Questionnaire was used to collect the data from the respondents through
personal interviews, the data were analyzed descriptively and analytically by
using frequencies, percentages, rang, variance, simple correlation step-wise
multipie regression.

The study findings can be summarized as follows:

1. The environmental knowledge degree was medium as 50% of all
respondents.

2. About 59% from all respondents were applying the negative environmental
practices. '

3. There were significant positive re'ationships at level 0.01 between average
of respondent's education, average of family monthly income, culture
cosmopolitness, standard of living, degree of innovativeness and degree
of satisfaction of public services of the village. In addition there were
significant positive relationships at the level 0.05% between average of
respondents’ education as an independent variable and environmental
knowledge as a dependent variable. Also, there were significant negative
relationship at the level 0.01% between animal possession as an
independent variable and environmental knowledge.

4. There were positive relationships at the level 0.01% between average of
respondents’ education, farm size, animal possession, agricultural
machines possession, cultural cosmopolitness, membership of social
organizations, social paricipation, standard of living, degree of
innovativeness and exposure of environmental knowledge sources as
independent variables and degree of environmental behavior.

5. There were five independent variables (satisfaction of general services in
the village, standard of living, animal possession, membership of social
organizations degree and cultural cosmopolitness) which explained
together 32% of the total variance of the environmental knowiedge
degree.

6. There were five independent variables, social paricipation, animal
possession, cultural cosmopolitness, satisfaction of public services of the
village and standard of living) which explained together 47% of the total
variance of environmental behavior .
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