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FARMERS' KNOWLEDGE OF THE PHYSIOLOGICAL
DISORDERS OF POTATOES IN SOME VILLAGES OF KOM

HAMADA DISTRICT, BEHEIRA GOVERNORATE

Khattab, M. A. * and A. H. Soker**

* Agricultural Extension Education Department, Faculty of Agriculture,
Alexandria University

** Agricultural Extension and Rural Development Research Institute,
Agricultural Research Center

ABSTRACT

The main objective of this study was to determine the farmers'
knowledge of the physiological disorders of potatoes in three villages. The
necessary data were collected by using an elaborately designed and
pretested questionnaire through interviewing 140 potato farmers in the
selected three village communities of Kom Hamada District, Beheira
Governorate. Main statistical methods used for data analysis included:
frequencies, percentages, means, standard deviations, and range. Based on
the findings, the physiological disorders under study have sorted according to
their relative importance as follows: "greening” ranked first, then "cracking",
then “secondary growth”, then "ittle tubers”, then "enlarged lenticels”, then
“feathering”, and finally "hollow heart". The findings indicated clearly that the
majority of the respondents know the commect scientific concept of the
physiological disorders under study. The results indicated a low level of
respondents’ knowledge of the causes of physiological disorders under study.
The results also showed a low level of respondents’ knowledge of the most
important practices to avoid physiological disorders under study. This
apparently reflects that a greater attention should be given to design and
implement some extension programs that provide opportunities for potato
farmers to gain more effective information about the different aspects of
physiological disorders of potatoes.
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