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ABSTRACT
The present study was conducted for studying the clinical signs, haematological and biochemical

changes in sheep and goats suffering from decrease feed intake, emaciation, distension in the
abdomen and recumbency. Two blood samples were collected from each animal for studying
haematological and biochemical alterations. Postmortem examination was applied and small
specimens were taken from the fore stomach for histopathological examination. The results revealed
a significant decrease in Hb., PCVO/O and RBCs while the total number of WBCs was within the
normal range. Biochemical analysis revealed that there was a significant decrease in total serum
proteins, albumin, globulin, Na, Cl. K and Phosphorus. There was a significant increase in serum
glucose level. In postmortem examination there were indigestible foreign bodies in the form of
plastics and ropes with different sizes, shape and length. Histopathological examination revealed a
congestion and subcellular edema in some samples. In alive animals blood biochemical changes
along with the clinical signs, external palpation ofthe rumen might be of some diagnostic assistance.

INTRODUCTION
In Egypt, Sheep and goats represent one of

most important animals among animal livestock.
Sheep and goats are reared for their quality meat
which is in rising demand by consumers in
Middle East-countries and for their highly
valued skin especially that ofsheep (1).

It is generally accepted that sheep and goats
are selective feeders and ingest significantly less
foreign bodies compared to cattle, and
indigestible foreign bodies (lFB) are expected to
be rare in their stomachs (2). However, the
ingestion of indigestible materials may occur
during periods of food scarcity (3). In Egypt a
large number of sheep and goats are mainly
maintained on rangeland to make use of land
resources and as the grazing lands become more
and more polluted with plastics, ropes, hair,
wool and metals, it may be predicted that foreign
bodies would be a growing problem for these
animals (4). This condition is economically
important because of the severe loss of
production. It causes high mortality rate and
many cases go unrecognized.

The obstruction results from the
accumulation of the indigestible materials in the
rumen interfere with flow of ingesta leading to
distension of the rumen and passing of scanty or
no feces (5).

Ingestion of plastics does not routinely lead
to clinical impaction requiring veterinary

assistance. The clinical impaction was found
exclusively in goats more than I year of age,
suggesting that time is needed for the
accumulation of plastic. The prevalence was
found to be significantly (p<O.05) lower when
compared with that ofcows (6).

Clinical examinations of goats with plastic
impaction which were treated by rumenotomy
revealed that they suffered from emaciation, loss
of hair, decrease in milk production, decrease in
body weight and pale mucous membranes. In
some cases, diarrhea, recumbency, severe
dehydration and anemia were observed. After
removal of plastic masses, the health status of
these goats improved and returned to normal
without any complications (7).

Sheep and goats with foreign body may not
show any clinical signs, only decrease body
weight gain than the other animals, in some
cases, diarrhea, recumbency, severe dehydration
and anemia were observed. Sheep and goats with
foreign body show inappetence for several days
or complete anorexia with evidence or loss of
body weight, an enlarged apple shaped
abdomen; pear shaped on right and apple shaped
or the left with on without bloat (8). The position
of the impacted material in the rumen was more
important than the size and weight of the
indigestible foreign body in the causation of
clinical impaction. Many large and heavy
impacted materials in the rumen did not cause
















