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Efficiency of Agricultural Extension on the Safe Use of
Agricultural Pesticides on Tomato crop in El Quantara

East, El Salam Canal Boundary
Dr.Ghoneim Mohamed Ghoneim

Abstract

The study was mainly done to determine the efficiency of agricultural
extension in enhancing the knowledge of tomato farmers on the safe use of
agricultural pesticides, to find out the relationship between the effectiveness of
agricultural extension in promoting tomato farmers' knowledge toward using
the agricultural pesticides safely as a subordinate variable and some
independent variables for the respondents, to recognize the problems that
tomato farmers face in terms of using the agricultural pesticides safely and to
discuss their suggestions to overcome such problems.

The study was carried out at El Quantara East on a 172 respondent
sample representing 10 % of the total respondents, data were collected by the
interview using questionnaire forms, the sample was selected on a regular and
randomized basis -during August and September 2011, to analyze the data, the
following statistical methods were used: replicates, percentage %, the mean,
standard deviation and Berson's simple correlation coefficient.

The study concluded the following important results

1- Results showed that 52.3 % of the respondents were of low knowledge of
the studied recommendation items, 31.9 % were of moderated knowlzdge
and 15.7 % had high standard of knowledge.

2- It was shown that 64.5 % of the respondents had poor source of knowledge
to the items of the studied recommendations, 20.9 % had moderate source
of knowledge and 14.5 % had good source of knowledge.

3- It was revealed that 56.4 % of the respondents were poorly provided with
the timely recommendations on the safe use of agricultural pesticides, 33.1 %
were adequately provided with the timely recommendations, whereas 10.5 %
of the respondents had the due recommendations highly.

4- Results indicated that 47.7 % of the respondents had low benefit of
implementing the items of the studied recommendations, 36.0 % benefited
moderately, whereas 16.3 % benefited considerably from implementing such
recommendations.

5- It was indicated that 55.2 % of the respondents considered that the role of
agricultural extension is of low efficiency toward the safe use of agricultural
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pesticides on tomatoes, 27.9 % considered that it had a moderate
effectiveness, whereas 16.9 % had the opinion that the agricultural extension
had a great efficiency regarding the safe use of agricultural pesticides.

6- The most crucial problems that tomato farmers faced were: the high cost of
pesticides with 80.8 %, spread of pests and diseases with 73.8 %, misuse of
pesticides with 70.9 %, commercial fraud in the use of pesticides with 65.7
%, the far distance of pesticides from the village with 43 %, the low skilled
agricultural agents with 41.9 % and lack of the agricultural extension with
34.9 %. '
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