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ABSTRACT: This study was conducted at the Experimental Farm of the Faculty of
Agriculture, Ain Shams University, at Shalakan, Kalubia Governorate, Egypt during the
period of 2008/2009 and 2009/2010 seasons, to study mean performance and some
genetic parameters of grain yield and some other agronomic traits, i. e. days to heading,
plant height, spike length, number of spikes/ plant, number of spikelets/ spike, number of
kerniels/ spike and 1000-kernel weight in sixty promising lines and seven check cultivars
of bread wheat. The results obtained revealed the presence of high significant
differences between seasons, genotypes and the interaction of seasons with genotypes
for all studied traits except spike length and no. of spikes/ plant for seasons x genotypes
interaction. The lines; 8, 41 and 42 exhibited the best performance in both growing
seasons and surpassed the check cvs. for grain yield and most yield components,
Phenotypic coefficient of variation values were near those of genotypic coefficient of
variation for all traits, this indicate that environment had no major role to influence
variation among genotypes. This may interprets the high values of heritability and
effectiveness of expected genetic gain as a result of selection. The highest estimates of
phenotypic and genctypic coefficient of variation were shown by number of spikes/ plant
and grain yield/ plant. However, days to heading, no. of spikelets/ spike and 1000-kernel
weight exhibited low phenofypic and genotypic coefficient of variations. The heritability
estimates in broad sense were moderate to high for the studied traits giving values
ranging from 55.29 % for days to heading to 94.60 % for piant height. Predicted genetic
gain as a percentage of the mean ranged from 4.99 % for days to heading to 25.59 % for
no, of spikes/ plant. Significant and positive phenotypic and genotypic correlation
coefficients were found between grain 'yield/ plant and each of spike length, no. of
spikelets/ spike, no. of spikes/ plant, no. of kernels/ spike and 1000-kernel weight. Thus,
these traits could be considered as selection criteria in wheat breeding programs for
yield improvement.

Key words: Wheat, Triticum aestivum L., Phenotypic and genotypic coefficient of
variation, Heritability, Expected genetic gain, Correlation.

INTRODUCTION traits can help breeders for increasing

The production of wheat in Egypt is the selection efficiency. Rady et al
not enough for human consumption; {1981); Ehdaie and Waines (1989); Belay
meanwhile the cultivated land is limited et al. (1993); Moghaddam et al. (1997);
and wheat occupying relatively small Menshawy (2007) and Abd El-Fattah et al.
area because of the competition with the (2009) found significant variation in yield
other winter crops. Plant breeders have a and its components among wheat
significant role in breeding tolerant genotypes,  moderate  values  of
abiotic stresses (salinity, drought, poor phenotypic and genotypic variation for
soils, high temperature......... etc.) grain yield, moderate to high values of
cultivars for new reclaimed lands to heritability and expected genetic gain for
increase wheat  production  area. grain yield, moderate to high values of
Information about phenotypic and heritability and expected genetic gain for
genotypic coefficients of variation, grain yield and its compounds and
heritability, expected genetic gain and significant positive correlation between
correlation coefficients among studied grain yield and its components. The main
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objectives of this work were: (1) studying
performance of 60 promising lines of
bread wheat compared with seven
commercial cultivars. (2) Estimating
phenotypic and genotypic coefficlents of
variation, heritability in the broad sense,
expected genetic gain upon selection and
correlation coefficients among studied
traits to formulate appropriate breeding
program to improve yield.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The field experimental work of the
present investigation was carried out at
the Experimental Farm of the Faculty of
Agricuiture, Ain Shams University, at
Shalakan, Kalubia Governorate, Egypt
during the two successive growing
seasons 2008/2009 and 2009/2010 to
study the performance of 67 genotypes
of bread wheat and estimate some
genetic parameters for some agronomic
traits. The genetic materials used in this
study consisted of 60 promising lines
and 7 check cuitivars (Giza 168, Sakha
83, Sakha 94, Sids 1, Gemmeiza 7,
Gemmeiza 9 and Gemmeiza 10) of bread
wheat. The promising lines were
developed and evaluated in F; in
Agronomy Dep., Fac. of Agric.,, Ain
Shams Univ. by Tolha (2000), while, the
seven cultivars were obtalned from wheat
Dept. Agric. Res. Cent., Giza, Egypt.
Wheat grains were sowh on 16 and 20
November in the first and the second
seasons, respectively. The experimental
design used in each season was
randomized complete blocks with three
replicates; each replicate consisted of 67
plots of wheat entries distributed
randomly within the replicate. The piot
consisted of three rows. Each row was 3
m in length and 20 cm apart. Gralns were
spaced at 10 cm within row and one plant
was left per hill. The recommended
cultural practices for wheat production
were followed during the growing
seasons. Monthly mean of minimum and
maximum temperature degrees (°C) and
relative humidity (%) in the experimental
area during the two successive growing
seasons are shown in Table (1). Days to
heading, was measured as the number of
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days from sowing till the main stem
spikes of about 50% of plants per plot
were fully emerged from the flag leaf. At
the harvest, plant height (cm), spike
fength {cm), number of spikes/ plant,
number of spikelets/ spike, number of
kernels/ spike, 1000-kernel weight (g) and
grain yield/ plant (g) were recorded on 10
competitive individual plants for each
genotype in each replicate. Statistical
analysis was performed for each season
then; combined analysis for both
seasons was carlried out after doing the
homogeneity test according to Gomez
and Gomez (1984). L.S.D was computed
to compare differences among means at
5% level. The forms of combined analysis
of variances and expected mean squares
over the two seasons are presented in
Table (2).

The genetic parameters in the present
study were calculated using the following
equations according to Steel and Torrie
{1980).

1- Phenotypic (P.C.V) and genotypic
{G.C.V) coefficient of variation.

PCy = 100

oG

GCV =—x100
X

Where: oP, og and X are the phenotypic,
the genotypic standard deviation and
genotypes mean, respectively.

2- Broad sense heritability (h?)
2
h2 - o g

x 100
c’gy ) o’e

Y ry

Where: a’g, o’gy and o’e denote variance
of genotypes, interaction bhetween
genotypes and years and environment,
respectively, whereas r and y denote
number of replications and years,
respectively.
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Table 1. The average degrees of maximum and minimum temperature {°C) and relative
humidity (R.H %) in the experimental area during the two seasons 2008/2009

and 2009/2010.
Month Max temp. Min temp. Max. R.H Min. R.H

2008/2009
Nov. 25.93 16.09 81.14 40.32
Dec, 22.24 12.84 79.91 4175
Jan. 21.51 11.18 76.32 36.02
Feb. 2218 10.62 76.83 33.95
Mar. 23,08 11.28 78.30 36.58
Apr. 28.08 12.47 79.57 33.04
May 29.31 13.59 79.23 36.21

2009/2010
Nov. 24,72 15.70 81.29 43.31
Dec. 22.31 13.28 77.50 41.35
Jan. 23.23 12.57 78.55 37.43
Feb. 24.75 13.02 75.24 35.63
Mar. 26.78 13.33 80.05 36.60
Apr. 28.43 14.03 79.88 34.40
__May 31.26 15.04 79.77 33.49

Table 2. Analysis of variance and expectations

of mean squares for bread wheat

‘ genotypes over the two growing seasons.

S.0V. d.f. M.S. EMS
Seasons (S) (s-1) M,

Genotypes (G) (g-1) M; 8% + rd’gs + rsd’g
GxS$S (g-1)(s-1) M. &, + bgs
Error s (r-1){g-1) M, 5%,

3- The expected genetic gain upon
gelection (AG):

a-As an amount AG = (h?) (op) (K) _

Where: h? = the broad sense herltability.

op = standard deviation of phenotypic
variance.

K = selection differential coefficient given
the value 2.06 at 5% selection
intensity.

AG
b- As percentage of the mean = T)E-—xl 00

Where: X = genotypes mean.

4- Phenotypic and genotypic correlation
coefficients were calculated between
all possible pairs of studied traits.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Analysis of variance and mean
performance
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The analysis of variance for all studied
traits are presented in Table (3). The
combined analysis indicates the
presence of high significant differences
between seasons, genotypes and the
interaction of seasons with genotypes for
all studied traits except spike length and
no. of spikes/ plant for seasons x
genotypes which were insignificant,
These results reveal presence of
sufficient genetic variability among
genotypes regarding the studied traits.
These results are in line with those
mentioned by Ehdaie and Walnes (1989);
Iskandar (2000); Menshawy (2007);
Seleem and Hendawy (2007} and Abd EI-
Fattah et al. (2009} who found highly
significant differences between wheat
genotypes, seasons and genotypes x
seasons interaction,
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Table 3. Mean squares of single and combined analysis of variance for all the traits
studied of bread wheat genotypes (G) in the two growing seasons (S) 2008/2009
and 2009/2010.

Sourceof Df 2008/2009 2009%/2010 Combined 2008/2008 2009/2010 Combined
variation Days to heading Plant height (cm)
S 1 1895.84* 56764.07*
G 66 85.37** 55.78** 97.55** 493.79**  348.18** 798.83**
SG 66 "43.61* 43.15*
Error 264 1.84 7.8
Spike length (cm) No. of spikes/plant
s 1 65.75* 3983.30*
G 66 2.5 2.97* 4.72** 14.04* 7.37* 18.70*
SG 66 0.82 2,71
Error 264 0.62 2.03
No. of spikelets/spike No. of kernels/spike
S 1 6.99* 4602.42*
G 66 501 5.66** 8.60* 114.78**  147.36*" 207.07*
SG 66 2.06* 55.07**
Error 264 0.71 14.12
1000-kernel weight {g) Grain yield/plant (g)
S 1 2313.36* 36057.78**
G 66 28.52* 22.75%  39.51* 5117 14.97** 50.87*
SG 66 11.76** 15.28*
Error 264 2.99 2.24

The mean values of the studied
genotypes for grain yield/ plant and its
related agronomic traits in each of the
two growing seasons and their combined
data are shown in Table {4). The results
reveal that wheat genotypes greatly
differed in their response in both growing
seasons for the studied traits. Number of
days to heading ranged from 84.33 days
{line 8) to 106 days (line 23) and from
80.67 {line 24) to 97 days {lines 12 and 38)
in the first and second season,
respectively. Table (4) shows that some
lines were earlier than the check varieties
in the first season and some in the
second season meantime, the line 47 was
earlier than the check varieties in both
seasons. With respect to plant height, it
ranged from 93.83 cm (the cv. Gemmeiza
10) to 150.23 cm (line 12) and from 75.89
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cm (the cv. Sakha 93) to 123.22 cm (line
12) in the first and second season,
respectively. The line 12 was the tallest
and surpassed all the check varieties
over the two seasons. Concerning $pike
length, it ranged from 8.90 cm (line 12) to
13.75 cm (the cv. Gemmeiza 7) and from
8.44 cm (line 56) to 13 cm (line 35) in the
first and the second season,
respectively. Some lines were superior to
5 out of the seven check varieties in the
first season and some in the second
meantime, the line 35 was superior to
most of the check varieties in both
seasons. With respect to number of
spikes/ plant, it ranged from 11.06 (line 1)
to 18.83 (line 58) and from 6.28 (line 1) to
1212 (line 41) in the first and second
season, respectively., Some lines were
superior to 5 out of the seven check
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Table 4. Mean performance of 67 hread wheat genotypes (G) for all the traits studied in the two growing seasons (S) 2008/2009

and 2009/2010 and their combined data.

Days to heading Plant height (cm) Spike length (cm) No. of spikes/plant
Genotypes  2008/2009 2009/2010 Combined 2008/2009 2009/2010 Combined 2008/2009 200%/2010 Combined 2008/2009 2009/2010 Combined
Lines:1 103.00 90.67  96.83 10241 76.45  89.28 1140  11.06  11.23 11.06  6.28 8.67
2 90.33 9567  93.00 11144 B467  98.06 1014 9.28 9.69 1633 844 1239
3 9267 84.33  88.50 137.83  103.67 120.75 1050 972  10.1 1478 850  11.64
4 90.67 8967  90.17 14211  106.67 124.39 9.63 1011  9.87 16.76 845 1264
5 95.00 88.00  91.50 120.89 9145  106.17 1244 1088  11.67 18.00  10.00  14.00
6 9167 8433  88.00 11572 88.61 10217 9.78 8.68 9.23 1555 694  11.25
7 84.67 91.67  88.17 107.33 8817  97.75 1294 1110 1202 1767  10.50  14.08
8 8433 8667  B85.50 110.98 8667  98.82 171 1053 1112 18.50 1111 1484
9 90,67 8333  89.50 12533 9947 11225 11.06 1100  11.03 1433 872 1153
10 9233 8267  B7.50 138.67 11156  125.11 1161 1061 1114 1594 800 1197
1 85.67 9233  89.00 108.94 94.00  101.47 1.67 1128  11.47 1444 972  12.08
12 9200 97.00  94.50 15023 123.22 13673 8.90 8.95 8.92 1361 894  11.28
13 9233  81.00  86.67 13235 10694 119.64 10.77 1005  10.41 1500 817 1158
14 9300 86.00  89.50 13022 110.50  120.36 1072  10.08  10.39 1495  9.06  12.00
15 91.67 93.00 92.33 13873 10550 12212 8.96 8.50 8.73 1256  7.83 1019
16 9533 9200  93.67 102.66 83.00  92.83 1122 1055  10.89 1256  7.47 9.86
17 10033  91.67  96.00 10445 85.89  95.17 1178 1092  11.35 1506 667  10.86
18 §2.00 9400  93.00 102,56 81.67  92.11 11.06 1016  10.64 1447 950  11.83
19 99.00 9500  97.00 11594 91.22  103.58 1072  8.89 9,81 1522 1022 1272
20 101.00 87.00  94.00 109.72  90.33  100.03 1170 1092  11.31 1245  7.39 9.92
21 9233  89.00  90.67 11595 9556  105.75 1206  104% 1108 1478 945 1211
22 8467  90.00  87.33 14406 11694  130.50 11.87 1095  11.41 1306 7.06  10.06
23 106.00 9133  98.67 11567 8847  101.92 1233 1244 1223 1708 967  13.38
24 97.00 80.67  88.83 10738 9411  100.75 1089  8.94 9.92 1450 739 1094
25 86.33  91.33  88.83 130.33 11061 12047 1183 1067  11.25 1456 883  11.69
26 9300 9200  92.50 108.01 83.00  96.00 1240 1086  11.48 15147 778 11.47
27 9233 8267  87.50 108.28 90.33  99.31 1200 1226 1243 18.06  40.00  14.03
28 9433  81.33  87.83 104.95 9022  97.59 1209 1056  11.32 1389 672 1031
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Table 4. Cont. -

Days to heading Plant height (cm) Spike length (cm}) No. of spikes/plant g."-

Genotypes  2008/2009 2009/2010 Combined  2008/2009 2009/2010 Combined  2008/2009 2009/2030 Combined  2008/2009 2009/2010 Combined g

29 9233 9567  94.00 104.44 80.00 92.22 11.46 9.53 10.49 13.56 7.72 10.64 a

30 94.00  89.33 91.67 12511 9528 11019 11.61 10.38  11.00 14.33 8.67 11.50 v

31 100.00  B88.67 94.33 11539  89.17  102.28 11.61 11.47  11.54 17.89  10.00 13.94 %.

32 88.33  88.00 88.17 113.22  100.28 106.75 11.06  10.22  10.64 11.89 6.39 9.14 >
33 101.33  90.33 95.83 120.46  100.05 110.25 1222 1164  11.93 17.22 1147 14.19
34 95.00  96.00 95.50 118.54 91.89  105.72 13.37 10.33 11.85 14.50 8.56 11.53
35 87.33  83.00 85.17 117.06 9572  106.39 12.72 13.00 12.86 17.07  10.67 13.87
36 91.00  90.33 90.67 12217 101.06 111.61 1155  11.00  11.28 13.89 8.83 11.36
37 96.33  92.00 94.17 106.44 89.00  97.72 11.89 1094  11.41 17.28  10.00 13.64
38 100.67 97.00 98.83 109.78 89.00 99.3% 10.56 8.95 9.75 15.72 10.06 12.89
39 91.00 91.33 91.17 129,33 101.45 115.39 9,22 8.61 8.92 13.94 7.61 10.78
40 102.00 95.33 98.67 12211  101.44 114.78 1200  11.56 11.78 18.07  11.19 14.63
41 9200 87.00  89.50 117.33  88.17  102.75 .72 1081 11.27 1775  1212°  14.93
42 92,33  86.67 89.50 106.17 76.67  91.42 13.06  11.00 12.03 1769  10.78 14.24
43 95.67 92.33 94.00 117.50 85.67 101.58 12.09 12.00 12.05 17.48 10.48 13.98
44 9500  92.67 93.83 11322 92.61 10292 1178 1167  11.72 1816  10.75 14.46
45 101.00  92.00 96.50 100.50 83.22  91.86 11.06  10.33 10.69 15.67 9.61 12.64
46 84.67 90.00 87.33 96.56 83.95 80.25 11.44 9.22 10.33 16.11 7.67 11.89
47 86.87 81.33 84.00 137.83 106,67 122.25 11.72 10.25 10.9% 13.94 8.72 11.33
48 102.00 91.67 96.83 147.70 94.78 106,24 11.22 11.58 11.40 17.75 11.07 14.41
49 101.00  93.67 87.33 12589 9522  110.56 11.28  11.56 11.42 48.31 10.88 14.60
50 9333  B88.67 91.00 106.97 7872  92.85 11.41 1168 1155 17.08  10.37 13.73
51 97.67  BB8.67 93.17 122.78 96.78  109.78 10.84 9.89 10.36 1517 9.22 12.18
52 91.33  87.67  89.50 131.00  109.39  120.19 10.44  10.55 10.50 15.07 6.39 10.73
53 94,00  87.67 90.83 142.64 120.28 131.46 11.34  10.83 11.09 12.50 8.00 10.25
54 90.67  87.00 88.83 99.72  B82.89 91.31 11.83  11.78 11.81 17.25 1118 14.22
55 92.00 89.33 90.67 117.54 96.61 107.08 11.37 11.69 11.53 17.38 11.09 14.23
56 103.00  96.00 99.50 129.28 105.22 117.25 10.39 8.44 9.42 14.33 8.78 11.56
57 94,00  86.33 90.17 110.88  90.22  100.56 1147 11.21 11.19 17.47 1147 14,32
58 94.00 86.67  90.33 118.22 96.78  107.50 11.56  11.00 11.28 18.83  11.22 15.02
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59 91.67 86.33 89.00 130.83 101.61 116.22 11.67 10.72 11.19 15.94 8.72 12.33
60 96.00 95.67 95.83 111,39 85.50 98.44 12.05 10.89 11.47 16.89 10.74 13.81
Check varieties {CV.)
Giza 168 89.67 88.00 88.83 10117  80.78 90.97 12.39 10.97 11.68 11.33 6.56 8.94
Sakha 93 89.67 87.33 88.50 96.39 75.89 86.14 11.33 10.61 10.97 12.22 7.16 9.69
Sakhag94  101.33  95.67 98.50 116.38  89.00 102.69 12.03 10.73 11.38 11.56 6.78 9.17
Sids 1 100.33  95.00 97.67 119.56  86.61 103.08 11.77 10.75 11.26 12.78 6.56 9.67
Gemmeiza7 96.00 92.33 94.17 121,72 9289  107.31 13.75 12.67 13.21 18.15 9.89 14.02
Gemmeiza9 104.67  96.33 100.50 11556 90.06 102.81 11.77 10.97 11.37 10.39 7.56 8.97
Gemmeiza
10 102,67  96.00 99.33 93.83 76.39 85.11 10.52 10.72 10.62 12.22 1017 11.19
Mean (CV.) 97.76 92.95 95.36 109.23  84.52 96.87 11.94 11.06 11.50 12.66 7.81 10.24
Grand mean 94.26 89.92 92.09 11743 9366  105.54 11.43 10.63 11.03 16.3 9.00 1215
LSD 0.05
L 0.27 0.53 0.15 . 0.28
G 2.40 1.96 1.54 4.05 4.50 3.05 1.37 117 0.90 2.59 1.97 1.62
5G 2.18 4.31 ns ns
No. of spikelets/spike No. of kernels/spike 1000-kernel weight (g) Grain yield/plant (g}
Genotypes  2008/2009 2009/2010 Combined  2008/2003 2009/2010 Combined  2008/2009 2009/2010 Combined  2008/2009 2009/2010 Combined
Lines:1 23.11 22.11 22.61 57.46 50.15 53.81 42.15 38.83 40.49 3257 12.89 2273
2 24.32 24.94 24.63 63.06 51.83 57.44 40.75 39.25 40.00 29.03 11.53 20.28
3 22.78 22.141 22.44 51.33 37.28 44.31 50.21 43.40 46.80 21.05 12.69 16.87
4 25.75 2517 25486 57.44 39.56 48.50 43.54 36.66 40.10 31.82 11.59 21.70
5 25.72 23.56 24.64 68.50 51.44 59.97 46.33 4449 4541 477 14.43 24.60
6 22.72 21147 21.94 61.55 44.87 53.11 49.15 40.37 44.76 33.86 11.56 22711
7 25.94 2345 2469 69.79 64.50 67.14 47.90 43.25 45.57 36.28 15.45 25.87
8 24.97 23.44 24.20 66.322 54.17 60.24 49.32 43.00 46.16 38.81 17.37 28.09
9 22.78 21.94 22.36 54.77 52.89 53.83 50.09 40.09 4509 33.67 12.03 22.85
10 2211 21.55 21.83 61.18 54.35 57.76 44.69 40.83 4276 33.53 13.94 23.78
11 21.75 22.28 22.01 5505 49.22 52.14 50.33 42.08 46.21 35,02 14.53 24.77
12 22.44 23.56 23.00 49,95 38.05 44.00 48.01 44.32 46.16 2477 12.78 18.77
13 22.44 21.28 21.86 60.25 52.74 56.49 43.11 37.76 - 4043 30.35 11.11 20.73
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No. of spikelets/spike No. of kemnels/spike 1000-kernel weight (g) Grain yield/plant {g)
Genotypes  2008/2009 2009/2010 Combined 2008/2009 2009/2010 Combined 2008/2009 2009/2010 Combined 2008/2009 2009/2010 Combined
14 22.08 2283  22.46 64.06 4155  52.81 4998 4192 4595 28.83 11.85  20.37
15 2516 2528 2522 50.86 50.28  55.07 4354 3723 4039 2872 1203  20.38
16 2142 2289 2215 63.07 5983  61.45 40,05 39.80  39.92 25.77 1288  19.33
17 2264 2450 2357 62.57 5433  58.45 4311 3716 4014 3228 1174 22.01
18 2472 2517  24.94 5395 5428  54.11 4723 3745  42.34 2992  13.00 2146
19 2219 23141 2265 56.45 43.89 5017 4591 4246  44.18 3225 13.06 2265
20 2242 2228 2235 50.70  56.50  53.60 4798 3872  43.35 3040 1374 2207
21 2164 2349 2242 61.40 6475  63.08 4877  39.39  44.08 31.90  11.81  21.86
22 21.65 22897  22.31 63.01 5261  57.81 4633 39.24 4278 3491 1079 22.85
23 2653 2533  25.93 73.00 6478  68.89 4828 4320 4574 3803 1512  26.58
24 21.89 2031 21.10 5600 51.11  53.56 4573 4028  43.00 2722 1041 18.82
25 2318 2347 23.33 56.89  50.72  53.81 4661 37.08 4185 3090 1283  21.86
26 2284 2405 2345 57.06 5§7.72  57.39 4132 3900  40.16 3436 1274 2355
27 2416 2411 2414 66.06  60.50  63.28 4763 4458 4611 37.06 1526  26.16
28 2347 2139 2243 63.75 5675  60.25 4029 3899  39.64 2952 948 19.50
29 2353 2425  23.89 6433 4850  56.42 4293 4023 4158 28,69 1208  20.38
30 2474 2472 2473 54.33 4855  51.44 4993 4195 4594 3056  13.01  21.78
31 2411 2467  24.39 7056 5860  64.58 4861 4525  46.93 3753 1622  26.87
32 2267 2044  24.56 57.22 5011  53.67 4525 4049 4272 3425 830 2127
33 2255 2339 2297 57.55 58.06  57.81 49.30 4557  47.44 3763 1649  27.06
34 2275 2250 2262 5822 58.28  58.25 37.66 3842  38.04 3523 1447 2470
35 2508 2472 2490 68.96 5915  64.06 5250 47.06  49.78 3729 1644 2672
36 2422 2272 2347 62.00 5372  57.86 4950 4187 4569 2893 1432 21582
37 2565 2422  24.83 67.96 5890  63.43 4854 3850  43.52 3599 1533 2566
38 2405 2378  23.91 64.20 4261  53.40 4320 3916  41.18 3430 1303  23.66
39 2297 2306  23.01 59.53  49.39 5446 4356 4174 4265 3174 1283  22.28
40 2400 2406  24.03 69.39  57.90  63.65 4699 4591 4645 36.82 1633 26.58
41 23.08 2342  23.25 7233  67.25  69.79 51.43 4557  48.50 39.46  19.61  29.54
42 2400 23.07 2353 69.13  67.36  68.24 4833 4433  46.33 3993 19.22  29.58
43 2481 2383  24.32 69.80  66.62  68.2% 4456 4225  43.40 3544 1645  25.80
44 2322 2340  23.31 67.23  63.91 6557 4931 4471 47.01 3515 1541 2543
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No. of spikelets/spike No. of kernels/spike 1000-kernel weight (g) Grain yield/plant (g)
Genotypes 20082009 2009/2010 Combined 2008/2009 200%/2040 Combined 2008/2009 2009/2010 Combined 2008/2009 2009/2010 Combined
45 23.89 25.00 24.44 63.66 51.78 57.72 46.45 35.35 40.90 32.26 12.74 22.50
46 20.44 19.42 19.93 63.74 50.11 56.92 46.59 42.47 44.53 34.88 12.12 23.50
47 23.00 21.45 22.23 61.72 5017 55.94 44.09 40.60 42.35 33.27 12,33 22.80
48 2406 22.44 23.25 67.66 59.27 63.47 47.87 45.03 46.45 36.62 1582 26.22
49 2383 2414 23.99 60.39 61.24 60.81 46.40 46.21 45.31 36.16 15.35 25.76
50 22.75 22,75 22.75 62.39 62.22 62.31 47.07 4417 45.62 38.02 15.28 26.65
51 22.56 24.11 23.33 51.28 49.28 50.28 46.14 41.29 43.72 26.34 12.08 19.21
52 21.83 23.57 22.70 57.45 55,00 56.22 46,97 40.43 43.70 29.93 12.95 21.44
53 2211 23.44 22.78 59.44 55.28 57.36 44.66 40.69 42.68 26.56 12.14 19.35
54 22.67 22.36 22.51 66.23 64.25 65.24 46.70 43.93 45.31 36.70 16.15 26.42
55 24.17 24.11 2414 69.41 64.95 67.18 48.14 43.53 45.83 36.28 16.35 26.32
56 25.06 26.44 25.75 62.17 50.67 56.42 41.23 39.92 40.57 25.68 14,22 19.95
57 23.44 23.28 23.36 66.94 63.58 - 65.26 4553 37.55 41.54 3571 15.89 25.80
58 23.86 2189 22.88 67.82 58.28 63.05 46.30 43.07 44.69 37.05 17.24 2715
59 23.33 22,94 23.14 61.06 54.67 57.86 43.86 40.77 42.31 30.92 10.84 20.88
60 231.67 20.71 22.19 67.24 61.25 64.24 47.61 45.38 46.49 36.42 15.82 26.12
Check varieties {C V.)
Giza 168 22.78 21.56 2217 63.47 55.25 59.36 45.00 39.46 42.23 30.04 12,62 21.33
Sakha 93 21.22 21.67 21.45 45.89 5211 49.00 49,81 41.84 45.82 28.81 11.38 20.08
Sakha 24 24.33 21.67 23.00 55.28 54.17 54.72 4430 41.41 42.35 28.95 11.75 20.35
Sids 1 21.67 21.83 21.75 49.78 52.46 51.12 4715 41.74 44.45 28.52 12.01 20.27
Gemmeiza7 24.89 24.31 246 70.59 63.08 66.84 47.88 45.90 46.89 36.05 17.23 26.64
Gemmeiza 8 24.72 23.83 24.28 58.11 54.24 56.18 47.3 41.24 44.27 29.37 13.94 21.65
Gemmeiza 10  22.31 22.55 22.43 53.44 56.3 54.87 39.64 39.65 38.65 25.44 14.40 19.92
Mean{CV) 23.13 22.49 22.81 56.65 5§5.37 56.01 45.87 41.61 43.74 29.60 13.33 21.46
Grand mean _ 23.39 23.12 23.25 61.53 54.76 58.14 46,22 41.42 43.82 32.64 13.70 23.17
LSD 0.05
S 0.17 0.74 0.34 0.29
G 1.22 1.49 0.96 6.94 5.05 4.27 3.21 2.30 1.96 2,66 215 1.70
8G 1.36 6.04 ) 2.78 ' 241
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varieties in no. of spikes/plant In the first
season and some in the second season
méantime, the lines; 8, 33, 40, 41, 42, 44,
48, 49, 54, 55, 57 and 58 gave the highest
values for no. of spikes/ plant over the
two seasons superior to most of the
check varieties. Number of spikelets/
spike, ranged from 20.44 (line 46) to 26.53
{line 23} and from 1%.42 (line 46} to 26.44
(line 56) in the first and second season,
respectively. Table (4) shows that some
lines were superior to the check varieties
in no. of spikelets/ spike In the first
season and some in the second
meantime, the two lines; 4 and 23
recorded the highest values for no. of
spikelets/ spike compared to the check
varieties in both seasons. Concerning
number of kernels/ spike, it ranged from
45.89 (the cv. Sakha 93) to 73.00 (line 23)
and from 37.28 (line 3) to 67.36 (line 42) in
the first and second season,
respectively. Table (4) shows that some
lines were superior to most of the check
varieties in no. of kernels/spike in the
first season and some in the second
season meantime, the lines; 7, 23, 27, 31,
35; 37, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 48, 54, 55, 57, 58
and 60 showed the highest values of no.
of kernels/ spike in both seasons
superior to most of the check varieties.
For 1000-kernel weight, it ranged from
37.66 g. (line 34) to 52.50 g (line 35) and
from 35.35 g (line 45) to 47.06 g (line 35)
in the first and second season,
respectively. Some lines were superior to
5 out of the seven check varieties in
1000-kernel weight in the first season and
some in the second season meantime,
the two lines; 35 and 41 were the best
and surpassed the mean of the check
varieties over the two seasons. Grain
yield/ plant, ranged from 21.05 g {line 3)
to 39.93 g (line 42) and from 8.30 g (line
32) to 19.61 g (line 41) in the first and
second season, respectively. Table (4)
shows that some lines were superior to
the check varieties in grain yield/ plant in
the first season and some in the second
season meantime, the lines; 8, 41 and 42
showed superiority over the check
varieties over the two seasons. However,
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the reduction in grain yield and other
studied traits in the second season
compared to the first season might be
due to the wide changes in weather
conditions hetween the two seasons
especially higher temperature during the
late stage of plant growth (Table 1} that
force maturity of the c¢rop which
indirectly reduces vyield by directly
affecting various yield contributors
{Verma and Singh, 1988). Generally, the
lines; 8, 41 and 42 exhibited the best
performance in both growing seasons
and surpassed the check cvs. for grain
yield and most yield components. Thus,
these lines could be used in breeding
programs for improving wheat grain
yield.

Genetic parameters

The data of phenotypic (P.C.V) and
genotypic {G.C.V) coefficient of
variations, broad-sense heritability (h®
b.s) and expected genetic gain are shown
in Table (5). For number of days tfo
heading, the phenotypic coefficient of
variation over the two seasons gave a
value of 4.38%, which was approximately
equal to the corresponding genotypic
coefficient of variation (3.26%), indicating
the existence of genetic differences
among genotypes for days to heading.
Estimates of the broad sense heritability
for this trait gave a value of 55.29% which
is considered as a moderate estimate,
indicating that days to heading is
affected by both genotypic and
environmental factors. The expected
genetic gain upon selecting the earliest
5% of wheat genotypes would be 4.59
day or about 4.99% of the population
mean. These results suggested that a
relative progress can be achieved
through the selection for early lines.
Concerning plant height, the phenotypic
and genotypic coefficient of variation
over the two seasons had values of
10.93% and 10.63%, respectively. These
inclined estimates detected for P.C.V and
G.C.V, suggested that the effect of
environment on the expression of this is
relatively less than the genotypic effect.
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Table 5. Means, phenotypic (P.C.V) and genotypic (G.C.V) coefficient of variation, brpad
sense heritability (h? b.s) and expected genetic gain for the traits studied of
bread wheat genotypes over the two seasons.

Expected genetic

Traits Mean P.C.V G.LCV  h’bs gain
Yo Yo % Amount % mean

Days to heading 92.09 4.38 3.26 55.29 4.59 4.99
Plant height (cm) 105.54 10.93 10.63 94.60 22.49 21.31
Spike length (cm) 11.03 8.04 71 82.63 1.51 13.69
No. of spikes/plant 1215 14.53 13.44 85.51 3.11 25.59
No. of spikelets/spike 23.25 515 4.49 76.05 1.88 8.07
No. of kernels/spike 58.14 10.10 8.66 73.41 8.88 15.28
1000-kernel weight (g) 43.82 5.86 4.91 70.24 371 8.47
Grain yield/plant (g) 23.17 12.57 10.51 69.96 4.20 18.11

Thus, selection for this trait may be
providing a chance for some genetic
improvement. The broad sense
heritability for this trait gave an estimate
of 94.60% which is considered a high
estimate, indicating that this trait is
mainly affected by the genetic factors
and partially by the environmental ones.
The expected genetic gain upon selecting
the best 5% for plant height in the wheat
genotypes would be 22.49 ¢m or about
21.31% of the population mean. This
relatively high gain percentage support
the conclusion mentioned above for
importance of the genetic role in the
expression of this trait. With respect to
spike length, the phenotypic coefficient
of variation over the two season gave a
value of 8.04%, which is relatively in the
same range of the genotypic one (7.31%),
indicating that the effect of
environmental on spike length were
relatively less than those of the
genotypic factor. Thus, selection for
tallest spike may lead to genetic
improvement of this trait. The broad
sense heritability for this trait had an
estimate of 82.63%, which is considered
a high percentage, indicating that spike
iength is mainly determined by the
genetic factors with few environmental
influences. The expected genetic gain
upon selecting the best 5% of the
genotypes for spike length would be 1.51
cm or about 13.69% of the population
mean. For number of spikes/ plant the
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phenotypic coefficient of variation over
the two seasons gave a value of 14.53%,
which is approximately equal to its
corresponding genotypic one (13.44%),
indicating that the effect of the
environmental factors on no. of spikes/
plant relatively less than those of the
genotypic ones. Thus, selection for this
trait may tead to some genetic
improvement in such population.

The broad sense heritability for no, of
spikes/ plant had an estimate of 85.51%,
which is considered a high percentage,
indicating that no. of spikes/ plant is
mainly determined by the genetic factors
with few environmental influences. Thus,
selection may lead to progressive
genetic improvement for this trait. The
expected genetic gain upon selecting the
best 5% of the genotypes for no. of
spikes/ plant would be 311 spike or
about 25.59% of the population mean.
This result suggested that a relative high
progress can be achieved through
selection for this trait in such population.
Regarding number of spikelets/ spike, the
phenotypic coefficient of variation over
the two seasons gave a value of 5.15%,
whereas thé genotypic one gave a value
of 4.49%, indicating that this trait is
affected by both genetic and
environmental factors. The broad sense
heritability for this trait gave an estimate
of 76.05%, which is considered a
relatively high estimate, indicating that
this trait is mainly determined by genetic
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factors and partially by environmental
ones. The expected genetic gain upon
selection the best 5% of wheat
population would be 1.88 spikelet or
about 8.07% of the populations mean.
Concerning number of kernels/ spike, the
phenotypic and genotypic coefficients of
variation over the two seasons had
values of 10.10% and 8.66%, respectively.
The. inclined estimates detected for the
P.C.V and the G.C.V,, suggesting that the
effect of environment on the expression
of this trait is relatively less than the
genotypic effects. Thus selection for this
trait may provide a chance for some
genetic improvement. Estimation of the
broad sense heritability for this trait gave
a value of 73.41% which is considered a
relatively high estimate, indicating that
no. of kernels/ spike is mainly determined
by the genetic factors and partially by the
environmental ones. The expected
gengetic gain upon selecting the best 5%
of wheat populations would be 8.88
kernel or about 15.28% of populations
mean. This relatively moderate gain
percentage support the conclusion
mentioned above for the genetic role in
the expression of this trait. With respect
to 1000-kernel weight, the phenotypic
coefficient of variation over the two
seasons had a value of 5.86% which is
inclined to the genotypic coefficient of
variation  (4.91%), indicating the
predominance of genotypic effects over
the environmental ones. The broad sense
heritability for 1000-kernel weight in the
wheat population under the study, gave a
value of 70.24% which is considered a
relatively high estimate. The expected
genetic gain upon selecting the best 5%
of the genotypes would be 3.71 g or
about 8.47% of the general wheat
populations mean over the two seasons.
Regarding grain yield/ plant, the
phenotypic coefficient of varlation over
the two seasons gave a value of 12.57%,
which is somewhat near the value of the
genotypic one {10.51%), indicating that,
this trait is determined by both genetic

and environmental factors with
predominance of the genetic ones. The
broad sense heritability for grain
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yield/plant gave an estimate of 69.96%
which is considered a relatively high
estimate, indicating that this trait is
mainly determined by the genetic factors
and partially by the environmental ones.
The expected genetic gain upon selecting
the best 5% of the wheat genotypes
would be 4.20 g or about 18.11% of the
population mean. This result suggested
that a relatively high progress can be
achieved through the selection for this
trait in such population. Simitar results
were obtained by Rady ef al. (1981);
Ehdaie and Waines (1989); Amin et af.
{1992); Belay et al. (1993); Moghaddam et
al. (1997); Menshawy (2007); and Abd EI-
Fattah et al. (2009} who reported that the
phenotypic and genotypic coefficient of
variation, heritability and expected
genetic gain for grain yield and its
components were moderate to high,

Phenotypic and genotypic
correlation coefficients

Phenotypic and genotypic correlation
coefficients among the various studied
characters for 67 genotypes of bhread
wheat are presented in Table (6).
Generally, phenotypic and genotypic
correlation coefficients were similar in
signs in all cases except correlation
between days to heading and plant
height. Also, genotypic correlation
coefficients were comparatively higher in
magnitudes than the corresponding
phenotypic one. These findings reflect
that, the significant correlation detected
herein in most cases were mainly due to
genetic effect. Grain yield/ plant showed
significant relationship under phenotypic
and genotypic levels with all studied
traits except days to heading; whereas,
grain yield/ plant was positively
associated and significant with spike
length, no. of spikelets/ spike, no. of
spikes/ plant, no. of kernels/ spike and
1000-kernel weight for the two types of
correlations, but negative and significant
correlation coefficient values were
recorded with plant height under both
phenotypic and genotypic correlations.
These results indicated that, the breeder
can utilize such correlated response to
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obtain high grain vyield genotypes
through selection for one or more of
these traits. These resuits are In
agreement with the results that obtained
by Salem and El-Banna (1982); Belay et
al. (1993); Moghaddam et al (1997);
Tammam et al. (2000); Tammam et al.
(2005); Abd El-Fattah et al. (2009) and
Saleh (2011) who found positive and
significant correlation coefficient
between grain yield/ plant and each of
splke length, no. of spikelets/ spike, no.
of spikes/ plant, no. of kernels/ spike and
1000-kernel weight. Other inter-traits
correlations revealed that days to
heading was significantly and positively
correlated with no. of spikelets/ spike at
the two levels of correlation and plant
height only at genotypic level, while it
gave negative and significant correlation
with 1000- kernel weight only at
genotypic level. Regarding plant height,
negative and significant correlation
coefficient was obtained with each of
spike length and no. of kernels/ spike
under both types of correlations. Spike

length gave positive and significant
correlation coefficient with no. of spikes/
ptant, no. of kernels/ spike and 1000-
kernel weight at phenotypic and
genotypic levels. Number of spikelets/
spike exhibited positive and significant
correlation coefficient with no. of spikes/
plant and no. of kernels/ spike under both
phenotypic and genotypic correlations.
Number of spikes/ plant showed positive
and significant correlation with no. of
kernels/ spike and 1000-kernel weight at
phenotypic and genotypic levels.
However, number of kernels/ spike
showed positive and  significant
correlation coefficient with 1000-kernel
weight under both types of correlations.
Similar results were obtained by Belay et
al. (1993); Hassan et al. {1995); Iskandar
{2000); Seleem and Hendawy (2007) and
Abd El-Moneam and Sultan (2009) who
found significant and positive correlation
between different pairs of studied traits.
The rest cases of correlations were
insignificant.

Table 6. Phenotypic (ry,) and genotypic (r,) correlation coefficients between all pairs of
eight traits recorded for bread wheat genotypes over the two growing seasons.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1- Grain yield/plant ren 0.00 -0.03 -0.25* 061 027 0.78 0.76* 0.52*
r, 0.00 -0.04 -0.26* 0.67* 0.29* 0.84* 0.81* 0.55*
2- Days to heading Tph 0.00 -0.20 -0.02 033 -0.04 -0.01 -0.15
rg 0.00 0.20* -0.03 0.35* -0.04 -0.01 -0.16*
3- Plant height Fph " 0.00 -0.29* 0.05 -0.07 -0.31* 0.05
rg 0.00 -0.32* 0.05 -0.08 -0.32* 0.05
4- Spike length Fon 0.00 013  0.38* 066%™ 0.39*
rg 0.00 0.13 0.41*  0.74" (.43
5- No.of spikelets/spike Tph 0.00 0.39** 0.31* 0.05
rg 0.00 0.41* 0.33* 0.05
B- No.of spikes/pilant Foh 0.00 0.63** 0.53*
rg 0.00 0.69™ 0.59
7- No.of kernels/spike Toh 0.00 0.28*
rg 0.00  0.30*
8- 1000-kernel weight fph 0.00
ry 0.00

*and** denote significant differences at 0.05 and 0.010f probability levels, respectively
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