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AN ECONOMIC STUDY FOR THE PERSONAL ANNUAL

CHANGE ON FOOD GROUPS IN RURAL AND URBAN

Nassar, S. Z . ; G. M. Siam* ; Sh. M. S, Fayyad* and
Sherine F. Mansour**

Economics fac. of Agric., Cairo university

Desert Research Center

ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to analyze the change on the expenditure on
different food groups. Also, to identify the changes in the consumption pattern in the
rural and urban in selective years (1990/1991, 1995/1996, 2004/2005, and
2008/2009). And to study the major changes in the personal annual expenditure on
the main food groups to estimate the expenditure elasticity for these food groups.

The main results for the study can be pointed in the following:

The reduction in the expenditure on the food groups under study during
200812009 comparing to 1990/21991009, in both urban and rural areas.

(Grains, slarches), (red and white meat) food groups are the major expenditure
food groups the percentage of expenditure reach about 25.5%, 23.5% respectively in
the rural areas and 15.62% and 25.25% respectively in the urban areas from the total
expenditure during 1990/1991. In the year 2008/2009 these percentages reach about
18.19%, 25.2% in the rural areas and 12.84% and 27.44% respectively in the urban
areas from the total expenditure.

{Milk, cheese, eggs) and vegetables came in the second groups form the total
expenditure with a percentage reach about 9.2%, 12.7% respectively in the rural
areas and 11.3% and 11.32% respectively in the urban areas from ihe total
expenditure during 1990/1991. In the year 2008/2009 these percentages form the
same food groups increased and reach about 11.67%, 14.73% respectively in the
rural areas and 14.08% and 11.81% respectively in urban areas from the total
expenditure.

(Edible qif, fats) and fruits food groups came in the third groups form the total
expenditure with a percentage reach about B.1%. 7.33% respectively in the rural
areas and 4.70% and 6 75% respectively in the urban areas from the total expenditure
during 1990/1891. In the year 2008/2009 these percenlages form the same food
groups remain stable and reach about B.75%, 8.14% respectively i the rural areas
and about 8 55% and 6.74% respectively in the urban areas from the total
expenditure.

The study shows the necessary food groups in both rural and urban areas are
grains, bread edible oils and sugar food groups In the other side the nan-necessary
food groups are egg, milk and fruits in rural area and fish in the urban areas. The
study also shows that there are some food groups had changed to be form necessary
to non- necessary food groups as red and while meal and vegetables, this change
due to the increasing prices especially in the rural areas.

The study recommends the following

1.We have to increase the real income for the people so as to increase The life and
food slatus.

2. We have to give a greal attention ta the sacial and economic ltems that can reduce
poverly statues and decrease number of poor and give more attention to the social

equity .
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