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ABSTRACT

A survey was carried out at farms of Rasheid, Beheira gavernorate during two
successive rice seasons,2009 and 2010. Two sowing dates were studied; the first is the
normal date of sowing (early May), the second sowing date is the late one (early June)
using three traps (sweep net,pit fall and water pan). 10 species of true spiders were
belonging to 6 families surveyed from the Egyptian rice fields. The spiders were
recorded for the first date 9 species of true spiders were surveyed from rice fields at
from Rasheid EL- Behira governorate. 6 spider families were surveyed, with 807
individuals belonging to 9 spider Species. The surveyed spiders and Families and their
percentages were as follows: Thomicidae (Thomisius sp) with 3.46 % Lycosidae
(Lycosa sp., Pardosa spp., Trochosa sp.,) with 9.04 % 25.65 % and 7.89 %,
respectively. Tetragnothridae had two species (Tetragnathajavana, Tetragnatha nitens)
with 40.89 %. Philodromidae (Thanatus A/bini) with 4.08% Araneidae (Singa sp.) with
6.44 % and Pisawridae (D%medes sp.) with2. 72 % and the second 7 spider families
were surveyed, with 719 individuals belonging to 10 spider Species . The surveyed
spared and Families and their percentages were as follows: Thomicidae (Thomisius
sp.) with2.78% Lycosidae (Lycosa sp., Pardosa spp., Trochosa sp.,) with 9.59 % 17.52
% and 3.47 %, respectively. Tetragnothridae had if two species (Tetragnatha javana,
Tetragnatha nitens) with 54.65 % Philodromidae (Thanatus A/bini)) with 3.33%
Araneidae (Singa sp.) with 5.98 % and Pisawridae (D%medes sp.) with 2.50 % and
Saiticidae Mendoza sp with 0.13 %.

INTRODUCTION

Spiders in agroecosystems play an important role in pest
suppression and contribute to biodiversity. Spiders appear in different
ecosystems in a wide assemblage. Numerous researchers have stressed that
an assemblage of spider species is more effective at reducing prey densities
than a single species of spider (Greenstone, 1999 and Sunderland, 1999).

Spiders (order Araneae) are air-breathing arthropods that have eight
legs and chelicerae with fangs that inject venom. They are the largest order
of arachnids and rank seventh in total species diversity among all other
groups of organism~.

They are capable of reducing populations of herbivores that may not
be limited by competition and food availability in some agroecosystems
(Sunderland, 1999). Spiders can lower insect densities, as well as stabilize
populations by virtue of their top-down effects, microhabitat use, prey
selection polyphagy, functional responses, numerical responses, and obligate
predatory feeding. As biological control agents, spiders must be present in
crop fields and prey upon specific agricultural pests (Francis and Randy
2003)


















