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During present study on the helminth parasites of herring gulls (Larus 
argentataus) in El Manzala Lake and Mediterranean Sea near Port Said city of 
Egypt, a total of 65 birds were infected with one or more species of intestinal 
digenetic trematodes, including 6 species, Petasiger grandevesicu/aris, Petasiger 
}ubi/arum, Petasiger skrjabini, Stephanoprora spinosa, Do/ichosacculus 
solecarius and Tylodelphys sp. The morphometric features of each species were 
compared with earlier descriptions. The total prevalence of parasitic infestation in 
herring gulls was 61.54%. The prevalence of isolated trematodes were: P. 
grandevesicularis 25,00 %, P. }ubi/arum 9.23 %, P. skrjabini 1.69 %, S. spinosa 
12.30 %, D. so/ecarius 1.69 % and Tylodelphys sp. 9.23 %. The public health 
hazards ofthe isolated parasites were discussed. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Port Said is a city located 3! 0 l5'N 32°!TE 
that lies in north east Egypt extending about 30 
kilometers along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea 
with magnificent lake and wetlands have always been 
regarded as welcoming grouods for the millions of 
many local and migratory aquatic birds during the 
winter. Wild birds play an important role in spreading 
diseases and parasites to domesticated birds and even 
to man (Soulsby, 1986). On the other hand, wild 
aquatic birds may transmit diseases to the fishes as 
these birds act as fmal hosts for many trematodes 
whose larvae infect fishes and cause diseases in them 
(Williams and Jones, 1994). Seagulls are birds in 
the family Laridae. They are most closely related to 
the terns (Family: Sternidae). Most gulls, 
particularly Larus species, are grouod-nesting 
carnivores, which will take live food. Live food often 
includes crabs and fish, Grant (1986), Olsen and 
Larsson (1995) and Howell and Jon (2007). Although 
there are many reports have been published on 
helminths of various species of the gulls from many 
parts of the world (Torres et a/., 1991; Uchida et a/., 
1991; Kostadinova, 1995; Eyda et a/., 1996; Kreiter 
and Semenas, 1997; Roca et a/., 1999) the literature 
on the helminth parasites of aquatic birds in Egypt is 
not sufficient (Abdel-Aal eta/., 2001; Abdel-Aal and 
El-Sayed 2003; Ghattas, 2004). The world health 
organization (WHO), recorded the number of people 
currently infected with fish-borne trematodes exceed 
I 8 million and the number of people at risk world 
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wide estimated at more than half a billion (Thu et a/., 
2007). 

The life cycle of trematodes differ from one species 
to another, but in general two intermediate hosts are 
required. The first intermediate host is snail, but 
second intermediate host may be another snail, a 
bivalve mollusk, a tadpole or a fish. The definitive 
host, including man in case of zoonotic trematodes, 
becomes infected by consuming raw foods 
(intermediate hosts) containing metacercariae (Pan 
American Health Organization, 2003 ). 

Regarding this point of view the aims of this study 
were to determine the trematodes infecting gulls in 
Port Said City, to compare the species of trematodes 
infecting herring gulls with those studied earlier. 

MATERIALS and METHODS 

A total of 65 herring gull (Larus argentatus) 
(Charadriiformes: Laridae) collected from different 
shores of El-Manzala Lake, Mediterranean Sea at El
Gameel district, Port Said City, Egypt were examined 
for digenetic trematodes during the period of January 
till May 2011. Trematodes were collected in 0.9% 
saline, fixed under slight cover glass pressure in 
alcohol formalin- acetic acid (AF A), stained with 
acetic acid alum carmine, dehydrated in a graded 
series of ethanol solutions (30-1 00%) and cleared in 
clove oil and xylol. Specimens were fmally mouoted 
in Canada balsam. All measurements are given in 




















