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This study, reviews a one year period (20 13 ), recorded of slaughtered house 
(sheep) at Al-Taif, KSA. It aimed for detennination the prevalence of Fascioliasis 
and abscesses affecting the liver of slaughtered animals. A total of 18,925 sheep 
were slaughtered and 3501 (18.5%) livers of sheep were condemned due to 
fascioliasis and abscesses affections. Of the slaughtered sheep were a significantly 
(p0.05), higher prevalence of Fascioliasis was recorded sheep (3.1%). Fascioliasis 
considered the most cause of liver condemnation and was responsible for total 
liver condemnation for sheep as 16.9%., Out of 60cases, 20(3.3%) were 
apparently infected with acute suppurative hepatitis while 40 (6.6) out of 60 cases 
appeared to be infected with chronic hepatitis. A total of 19 bacterial isolates were 
recovered from acute suppurative hepatitis specimens, 7(35%) S. aureus, 5 (25%) 
E.coli, 6 (30%) Clostridium per.fringens and! (5%) Clostridium novyi 
respectively. While in case of chronic hepatitis 64 bacterial isolates were detected, 
I (2.5%) S. aureus, 16 (40%) E. coli, 5 (12.5%) Klebsiella spp, 25 (62.5%) 
Clostridium per.fringens and! (2.5%) Clostridium novyi respectively. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Fascioliasis also known as 
distomatosis and liver rot, is an important helminth 
disease caused by two trematodes Fasciola hepatica 
(the common liver fluke) and Fasciola gigantica. This 
disease belongs to the plant-borne trematode 
zoonoses. In Europe, the Americas and Oceania only 
F.hepatica is a concern, but the distributions of both 
species overlap in many areas of Africa and Asia 
(Mas-Coma et a/., 2005).. Fascioliasis is caused by 
F.gigantica, a digenetic trematode which belongs to 
the family Fasciolidae. They are very important liver 
parasite of sheep (Ruminants). The adult inhabits the 
bile duct and gall bladder of liver in these animals. 
Inside their host, the liver flukes cause severe damage 
which may lead to the death of the animals (Anosike 
et a/., 2005). Fascioliasis is one of the helminthes 
trematodes that constitute both economic and public 
health constraints to a profitable ruminant production 
in tropical Africa (Adams and Mckay, 1966; Fabiyi 
and Adeleye, 1982). Fascioliasis has been implicated 
as the cause of morbidity and mortality in the 
production of ruminants (Onwuliri et a/., 1993; Okoli, 
2001). Among diseases which are not often apparent 
to farmers but are of considerable economic and 
public health importance are the liver fluke infections 
(F.hepatica, F.gigantica) (Mas-coma et a/., 1997). 
The liver of the infected ruminant is damaged and 
partially or completely condemned and the sub-

clinical and chronic disease usually results in 
decreased production of meat, milk and wool. 
Furthennore, secondary bacterial infections, fertility 
problems and great expenses with anti-helminthes 
therapies should be considered (Black and Froyd, 
1972; Coop and Sykes, 1977; Hope et a/., 1977; 
Daryani et a/., 2006). Fascioliasis is an important 
helminth disease caused by two trematodes, 
F.hepatica (the common liver fluke) and F.gigantica. 
The disease belongs to the plant borne trematodes 
zoonoses. In Europe, the Amercas and Oceania only 
F .hepatica is a concern, but the distributions of both 
species overlap in many areas of Africa and Asia 
(Mas-Coma et a/., 2005). These ruminants however 
have also been found to harbor other helminthes 
mixed infections (Anosike et a/., 2005). Such as 
Dicrobothriasis, cotylophomiasis among others. This 
infection brings about decrease in meat production 
and subsequent economic loss. The nutritional and 
health value of the animal deteriorates leading to poor 
carcass quality and loses (Shar-Fisher and Say, 1989). 
It was shown that the estimated annual loss to live 
stock due to fusciolosis all over the world was more 
than 2000million dollars (Mungube et a/., 2006). 
Ovine fasciolosis can result in blood-loss representing 
a loss of metabolizable energy that has an adverse 
effect on weight gain (Hope, 1984; Mitchel~ 2002). 
Demonstrated 22%, 26% and 33% weight loss with a 
mean of 87, !57 and 233 flukes in sheep. It is stated 
that even low rates of fluke infection in cattle can 
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