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A total of 85201 sbeep (71001 local bred and 14200 imported bred) were 
slaughtered and examined for hydatosis during tbe period 2010-2012, at AI Taif, 
Saudi Arabia. The obtained data indicated tbat I 0957 of sbeep were suffering 
from hydatosis witb 9.60 % for local bred and 29.15 % for imported bred. In 
human, tbe frrst case for hydatosis in Taifwas recorded in one female twenty four 
years old, well educated suffering from gastrointestinal tract-related symptoms, 
fatiguability and chronic ill-healtb. The patient had no contaet to dogs or animals 
and live in Taif governorate. The medical records department provided detected 
cystic echinococcosis witb different Size in spleen. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Hydatid disease (echinococcosis) is a zoonotic 
infection disease of humans caused by Echinococcus 
granu/osus. The disease poses an important public 
healtb problem in many areas cf tbe world, 
particularly among populations tbat practice sheep 
husbandry Awatif A! am, ( 1999). The prevalence of 
tbe disease is reported to be high in Middle Eastern 
countries, in9luding Saudi Arabia, due to tbe presence 
of sheep and dogs living in close contact witb 
humans, especially among tbe Bedouins (Jastaniah 
1997). E. granulosus is present virtually worldwide 
since there are very few countries tbat are considered 
to be completely free of E. granulosus (Budke 
et a/.,2010). An important fact to keep in mind is tbat 
tbe areas of tbe world where tbere is a high incidence 
of infection by E. granulosus often coincide witb 
rural, grazing areas where dogs are able to ingest 
organs from infected animals. All disease-causing 
species of Echinococcus are transmitted to 
intermediate hosts via tbe ingestion of eggs and are 
transmitted to definitive hosts by means of eating 
infected, cyst-containing organs. Humans are 
accidental intermediate hosts tbat become infected by 
handling soil, dirt or animal hair tbat contains eggs 
(Eckert, 20 I 0). The incubation period for all species 
of Echinococcus can be months to years or even 
decades (Kemp et a/., 20 I 0). It largely depends on tbe 
location of tbe cyst in tbe body and how fast tbe cyst 
is growing (Eckert eta/., 20 I 0). 

tbe disease in tbe Kingdom of Saudi Arabia have 
shown multi-organ involvement, including tbe heart 
(Budke, Christine et al., 2010). A relatively high 
frequency of pubnonary hydatid disease has been 
reported, presumably because of airborne spread, 
witb tbe lungs acting as tbe first filter instead of tbe 
liver (1astaniah 1997). Most published studies on 
hydatid disease addressclinical and/or management 
experiences, most which are comparable in many 
instances (Awatif Alam, 1999). Echinococcosis, 
which is often referred to as hydatid 
disease or echinococcal disease, is a parasitic disease 
tbat affects botb humans and o¢er manrrnals, such as 
sheep, dogs, rodents and horses - Berger and Marr 
(2006). There are tbree different forms of 
echinococcosis found in humans, each of which is 
caused by tbe larval stages of different species of 
tbe tapeworm of genus Echinococcus. The first of tbe 
tbree and also tbe most common form found in 
humans is cystic echinococcosis (also known as 
unilocularechinococcosis ), which is caused 
byEchinococcus granulosus. E granulosus is present 
virtually worldwide since tbere are very few countries 
tbat are considered to be completely free of 
E. granulosus Sreter et a/. (20 I 0). An important fact 
to keep in mind is tbat tbe areas of tbe world where 
tbere is a high incidence of infection by 
E. granulosus often coincide witb rural, grazing areas 
where dogs are able to ingest organs from infected 
animals. In tbe human manifestation of tbe disease, 
E. granulosus, E. multilocularis, E. oligarthus and 
E. vogeli are localized in tbe liver (in 75% of cases), 

Shalaby et a/. 2011 stated tbat, a total numbers of tbe lungs (in 5-15% of cases) and otber organs in tbe 
2470 sheep was examind during post - mortum body such as tbe spleen, brain, heart and kidneys (in 
inspection at Taif abattoir for tbe presence of hydatic I 0-20% of cases). In tbe patients who are infected 
cyste. The prevalence of hydatidosis averaged 9.25, witb E. granulosus and therefore have cystic 
4.58 and 0.43 % among Turkish sheep, Sudancese echinococcosis, tbe disease develops as a slow-
sheep and Australian sheep respectively. Studies of growing mass in tbe body. These slow-growing 
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