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THE POSSIBILITY OF USING INTERACTIVE TELEVISION AS
AN EXTENSION METHOD TO EDUCATE EGYPTIAN
FARMERS IN DISTANCE FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF
THE WORKERS IN AGRICULTURAL MEDIA, LEADERS OF
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION, AND FARMERS LEADERS
Farag, SH.M.SH.

Agric. Extension and Rural Development Res. Institute, Agric. Res.
Center

ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this study are to: determine the respondents opinion
in interactive TV in terms of: the concept, features, and characteristics if used in the
agricultural extension activities , and the degree of their attitudes to uphold its use as
a method of effective extension, , and determine the difficulties and problems that
hinder its use in the field of agricultural extension, and suggestions for solutions that
facilitate its use in the field of agricultural extension, determine the degree of
agreement between the views of respondents in each of the features the
characteristics, used interactive TV in agricuitural extension, and determine the
need of workers in agricultural media from knowledge, and skill to run and use it as a
method of effective extension

The study was conducted in seven governorates, were randomley selected
from all of the governorates of Egypt. To determine the sample of the study, were
selected 210 respondents from the selected governorates, it included 70
respondents from workers in agricultural media , 70 respondents from leaders of
agricultural extension, and 70 respondents from the leaders of farmers, The data
were collected for this research from January 15 to the end of March 2012,

Frequency and percentage tables were used for presentation. Averages
weighted, were used to analyze the data statistically

The most important findings of this study were as follows:

1- The great majority of respondents,(91,00)of workers in agricultural media,
(84.67%) of leaders of agricuitural extension,and nearly four-fifths(78.00%) of the
respondents of leaders of farmers, have agreed on the importance of implementation
the concept of interactive television in the field of agricultural extension.
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2- Seven of fifteen features studied, the respondents give great importance to their
implementationTo use interactive television in the field of agricultural extension. These
Seven features are: Displays high quality, that the farmer and his family can learn in
the living room, the farmer has the freedom to see any agricultural programs that he
wants, content the farmer can ask questions and Receives answers, provides many
options for the farmer include local, satellite channels and agricultural and non-
agricultural programs, the farmer can communicate with wide sources of education,
and provides feedback on community issues to the farmer.

3- Four of fen characteristics studied, the respondents give great importance to their
implementation To use interactive television in the field of agricultural extension.
These four characteristics are: to provide local and international information on
weather and climate change (every morning on the TV screen), to pick up and read
what is broadcast digitally to view the content of high quality agricultural information,
provide desirable interactive educational and training services between the source of
broadcast and the farmers, and that the farmer can control of everything he want see
it.

4~ The highest percentage of respondents from the workers in agricultural media,
leaders of agricultural extension, and leaders of farmers, their attitude were positive
toward the use of interactive television in the field of agricultural extension.
Percentage were 47.14%, 82.86%, 48.57%, respectively

5- Six of ten difficulties and problems studied, the respondents give great importance
to the treatment its,To use interactive television in the field of agricultural extension,.
These difficulties and problems are: a lack of awareness about sources of production
and distribution of interactive television sets, the need for materials and support for
the continued use of interactive television, need a training center for operators on use
of interactive TV, high prices paid interactive TV services, the expected price rise for
the interactive TV set, and the absence of technical standards for the production of
interactive TV.

6- Five of eleven solutions studied, the respondents gave great importance to their
implementation To use interactive television in the field of agricultural extension.
These are: awareness among farmers and officials of the importance of the use of
interactive TV, reduce the expected price the interactive TV to make it affordable for
the simple farmer, educate farmers a way to use interactive TV, cooperation with the
companies concerned interactive TV, and the provision of human resources trained
on the operation and use of interactive TV.

7- Four of seven tasks studied ,for the operation and use of interactive TV, the
respondents of workers in agricultural media gave great importance to gain
experience knowledge and skills related of its , these tasks are.. These tasks are:
specialist for the programs, specialist to facilitate the use of Interactive TV, specialist
to service the Interactive TV network, and specialist to manage the main interactive
TV network.

8- four of seven technical operations studied, for the operation and use of interactive
TV, the respondents of workers in agricultural media gave great importance to gain
experience knowledge and skills related of its .These four technical operations are:
the production of the topics of agricultural extension, the design, the production of
appropriate advertising to the agricultural marketing, the testing of the quality of the
programs, and the cooperation of various groups in the provision of interactive, on-air

agricultural extension services.
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