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POTATO FARMERS PERCEPTION TO DIMENSIONS OF
CONTRACT FARMING AND PROSPECTS OF
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION WORK THEREIN IN SOME

VILLAGES, BELKAS DISTRICT, DAKAHLIA GOVERNORATE
Shalaby, Asmaa H.
Agricultural Extension & Rural Development Research Institute, ARC

ABSTRACT

The main objective of this research was to study potato farmers perception to
dimensions of contract farming and prospects of agricultural extension work therein
some villages, Belkas district, Dakahlia governorate. The specific objective were
stated as follows: 1- To identify the respondents hearing. 2- To identify the
respondents perception level to dimensions of control farming. 3- To identify the
opinions of respondents about contract farming, 4- To identify the problems of
contract farming from the view point of respondents, and their suggestions. 5- To
identify the prospects of agricultural extension work about contract farming.

A well prepared and pre-tested questionnaire was used to collect data for
this research through interviewing 150 respondents in three villages, Belkas district,
Dakhlia governorate. Frequencies, percentage were used for analyzing data
statistically.

The most important results are as follows:

* 54% of respondents heard about contract farming, and the most important sources
of their hearing was: agricultural cooperative and agricultural extension, and
neighbors, marketing organization and TV programs.

s 10% only of respondents was contracted to marketing their products.

¢ 54% of respondents had low levei of perception to dimensions of contract farming.

+ More than 50% of respondents prefer to contract as follows: sponsors will provide
them with seeds, chemical fertilizers, pesticides, delivering the production.

» The main problems of contract farming from view point of respondents were
delaying in crop transport, and paying the price, and the main suggestions were
delivering the crop, paying the price of it and agricultural extension will play a
facilitator in contract.

» Prospects of agricuitural extension work about contract farming were: agricultural
extension will play as a facilitator role in contract farming, determining prefiminary
price at the beginning of contract, helpful aid to inputs, establishment vegetable
marketing -association in the village and to make the agricultural extension role

more activity.
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