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Tomato Farmers knowledge and Implementation to Recommendation
of Using Leaf Fertilization in Some Villages of Minia Governorate
El-sherif, H. M. ! ; L. S. Torky' and A. M. Fath El-Bab’
lAgric. Exte. and Rural Deve. Research Institute, Agricultural Research Center.

24 gh Institute for Cooperation and Agricultural Extension in Assiut

Abstract:
The main objectives of the research were: to determine research participants

(farmers) knowledge level of technical recommendations related to use of tomato
leaf fertilization; to determine farmers’ implementation level regarding those
technical recommendations; to determine relationship between farmers' knowl-
edge total score and some studied independent variables; to determine relation-
ship between farmers’ implementation level total scare regarding those technical
recommendations and some studied independent variables; to identify different
information soursces from where farmers rely upon, and to identify problems that
encounter tomato farmers in that concern.

The research was conducted during the period July, 2013 in the villages of
Menia governorate (Al-wafaa / El-Adwa District, village4 / Samalout District,
and Beni Ahmed El-Gharbia / Menia District. The villages and districts were
drawn based upen the highest area in cultivating tomato crop. Pretested written
questionnaire and interpersonal interviews were used in collecting the research
data , simple correlation coefficient, frequency tables and percentages were used
in analyzing the accrued research data). The research sample encompassed 217
participant farmers representing about 44% of farmers' total population.

A pretested written questionnaire and interpersonal interviews were used in
collecting the research data. Simple correlation coefficient, frequency tabies and
percentages were used in analyzing the accrued research data.

The main finding of the research was as the following:
e [t was found that 56.69% of the research participants were of high informa-
tion level regarding tomato leaf fertilization, 36.40% were of mid informa-

tion level, and the rest (6.91%) were of low information.
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It was found that 22.12% of the research participants were of high implemen-

tation level in that research concern, 58.06% were of mid level m and the

rest (19.82%) were of low in plerenation level implementation.

There was a positive relationship (at 0.01 significance level) between total

implementation score of the research participants and each of the studied
independent variables of education and knowledge leaf fertilization process;
and negative relationship (at 0.01 significance level) with working the
whole time in agricultural work. In addition, there was appositive relation-
ship between farmers' knowledge total scare (at 0.05 significance level) and
each of total agricultural land ownership and total area cultivated with to-
matoes.

It was found, based upon the obtained research findings, that there was a
positive relationship (at 0.01 significance level) between total score of
farmers’ implementation to the issued technical recommendation and each
of the studied independent variables of education, knowledge score regard-
ing fertilization process advantages, while the relationship was negative
with each of the studied independent variables of age and working the

whole time in agricultural work.

The research participants emphasized some problems in this concern as avail-

ability of tremendous unknown source number of leaf fertilizers, lack of
farmers’ awareness regarding the mixing process, and lack of awareness
among farmers concerning the proper timing for using tomato leaf fertiliz-

Crs.

The most important information sources in that concern were private com-

mercial companies (pesticide and fertilizer shops), relatives and neighbors,

and vegetable analyst.
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