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Parasitosis, especially parasitic gastro-enteritis, constitute to cause a serious health 
threat and a limitation to the productivity of small ruminants due to the associated 
morbidity, mortality, cost of treatment and control measures. A survey of the 
prevalence of gastro~intestinal tract (GIT) parasites in goats was conducted in and 
around Sulaimani province/Kurdistan Region /Iraq. Fecal survey of eggs/oocysts of 
gastrointestinal parasites of goats on the Sulaimani farms was conducted between 
September 2009 and May 2010 oilt of316 fecal samples were collected from local 
bread type goats and from four selected area of Sulamani province that was 
Sulamani center, Arhat, Aghgeler and Said sadeq 142 ( 44.9%) were positive. All 
fecal samples were examined by using saturated sodium chloride floatation 
technique. Relative percentage prevalence 55(38.7%), 47(33%), 29(20.4%), 4(2.8%) 
was obtained for Nematodirus spathiger, Marshallagia marshalli, Trichuris ovis and 
Eimeria oocysts respectively. Total mixed infection that means more than one type 
of parasite infected were 7(2.2%) Mixed infection by Trichuris ovis 
eggs+Nematodirus spathiger eggs had the highest prevalence of 4(2.8%) while the 
lowest was by Nematodirus spathiger+Marshallagia marshalli+Trichuris ovis with 
1(0.7%). Other mixed infection was Trichuris ovis+ Eimeria oocysts with 2(1.4%). 
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INTRODUCTION 

Internal parasitism is one of the biggest 
problems in the small ruminant animals. Internal 
parasite infections of herds can cause major health 
issues, which have a major effect on the animal's 
performance and cause great economic losses to the 
producer. In fact, most of the economic losses caused 
by internal parasiteosis are actually not due to 
mortality but production loss (Waller and 
Thramsborg 2004). 

Parasites, especially parasitic gastro-enteritis, 
constitutes to pose a serious health threat and a 
limitation to the productivity of small ruminants due 
to the associated morbidity, mortality, cost of 
treatment and control measures (Nwosu et al., 2007). 

Parasitic gastroenteritis has been noted as major 
constraint to ruminants' productivity in terms of 
pathology and economic importance (Biu et at., 
2006). 

Nematode parasites of small ruminants result in low 
productivity due to stunted growth, poor weight gain 
and poor food utilization (Pedreira et at., 2006). 
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The control of gastrointestinal trichostrongylosis in 
small ruminants is severely impaired by the 
increasing development of anthelmintic resistances 
(Sangster N.C 1999, 2001) Resistances to the three 
main families of broad spectrum anthelmintics 
available for the control oftrichostrongyles have been 
described worldwide in most nematode species 
(Jackson F and Coop 2000) (Sangster N.C., 1999) 
(Silvestre A. et at., 2002). 

Infection by gastrointestinal parasites in sheep and 
goats can result in severe losses. Production losses 
result from decreased utilization of food and in severe 
cases from death. Goats have numerous internal 
parasites; two of the most important are the protozoan 
Coccidia (Dai et al .. 2006). 

Internal parasites are a significant threat facing 
today's small ruminant producer. Problems associated 
with parasites, particularly those of the 
gastrointestinal tract of sheep and goats can cause 
irreversible damage or even death to the animal, 
reduced performance and economic loss for the 
producer. (Christensen, 2005). 








