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ABSTRACT

The Southern Valley area possesses a valuable part of Egypt which is Nuba, that has been
neglected for years without exerting any developmental efforts to improve people's livelihoods and
compensating them for displacement to establish the High Dam.

The High Dam in Aswan Governorate was established as an immediate necessity for Egypt to
overcome the River Nile flood and to provide source of electrical power. Unfortunately, the project
was implemented without the participation of the Nubians and without paying attention to the Nubian
needs and the physiological and social impact on them due to the displacement.

Therefore the current study aimed at portraying the main features and conditions in the
displacement villages in order to improve it until the re-settlement of the Nubians in their ancestors
land through adopting a national program, which is already mentioned in the current (2014) Egyptian
constitution.

The data was collected using the Participatory Rapid Appraisal (PRA) tool (i.e. focus group
discussion, pair-wise ranking matrix, and questionnaire) to assure triangulation. The study was carried
out in three villages in Nasr El-Nuba district (markaz) which are: "Toshky El-Gharbia", "El-Genina
Wa El-Shebak", and "Qatta". The group discussions were conducted with both men and women at the
studied three villages. and data were collected in June 2014.

The study revealed that there is a strong desire among the Nubians to be re-settled in their
ancestors land once more, especially among youth. Besides, most of the studied villages lack some
services and others which need to be improved. Additionally, there is a necessity to establish
agricultural and non-agricultural projects that provide job opportunities and reduce high
unemployment rates among youth, especially after the major reduction in tourism, which was one of
the major income resources, as most of them are engaged in agricultural activities only because no
other jobs are offered, but they indicated if conditions of agriculture improves they will continue
working.

As for Nubian women, they are educated and work with no societal opposition, but they need
awareness especially in maternal issues and also to provide small handicrafts activities within their
households that help to preserve the traditional Nubian products.

Key words: Nuba, settlement, youth.
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