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MEASURES OF ECONOMIC EFFICIENCY OF THE POTATO CROP
IN THE SANDY SOIL OF EGYPT

Ahmed G.A. Nour El-Deen, A.A. Ibrahim and Samia M. El-Deeb
Agric. Economics Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT

Potatoes is one of the most important vegetable crops in Egypt, as it presented second
place in vegetable crops in terms of cultivated area and total production after tomatoes crop,
potatoes cultivated area reached 390.8 thousand fadeens at 2011, while cultivated area from
tomatoes reached 505.82 thousand fadeens in 2011. Also it has a leading position in the
Egyptian agricultural exports, which amounted to 637434 tons valued at 250.654 million $. in
2011 represents about 10.59% from the total Egyptian agricultural exports for the same year,
which was estimated about 2.366478 billion $, In terms of the value it comes in the third
ranked after cotton and citrus, If rest of the manufacturer potatoes products added, which has
been considered in the study. This study interested by follow marketing trackers for the
Egyptian producers of potatoes in the sandy soils, and focused on the producing companies of
potatoes for their large size and the lack of research which interested by those companies,
fellow marketing trackers for those companies found to the path of local marketing is the least
used for those companies, that they are usually follow up manufacturers or exporters, the
study followed local marketing paths for companies which were for export or manufacture
whether for chips potatoes or frozen potato half fried, production efficiency measured for
each case and operations marketing are in each path from the applications that have been
collected from producers, also doing questionnaire for problems faced them. The study
reached for several results while studying operations marketing, as follows: The conversion
factor in each track from these tracks was different where it reached the highest in the case of
exporting station about 85% and it was 60% in the case of production frozen potato half fried.
While the conversion factor reached lower rank in the case of the production of slices potatoes
by about 29%, wich mean that every ton sliced potatoes need about 3.5 tons of potatoes. As
regarding to changes in the production costs of the potatoes crop due to several reasons, for
example: potatoes production company for the purpose of import to production frozen potato
half fried, we find that costs of fertilization represents the highest cost items, thus due to the
poor case for the soil and system management in the company. While the specializing
company for the potatoes production export achieved margin product and low incentive
farmer for two reasons: First, the high rent relatively for two other companies and because the
production totally import for the affiliated station, and second reason is the difference system
of management between companies.

Key words: Measures of economic efficiency, potato crop, sandy soil.
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