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FACTORS AFFECTING FARMERS' KNOWLEDGE AND APPLICATION
OF TECHNICAL RECOMMENDATIONS TO REDUCE WASTE OF
WHEAT CROP IN SHARKIA GOVERNORATE

Hosna MLL. Foda
Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT

This research aimed mainly to identify the factors affecting farmers' knowledge and
application of technical recommendations related to reduce waste of wheat crop
in Sharkia Governorate. To achieve this general objective , it is necessary to implement some
sub-goals as follows: identify some personal characteristics, social, economic, and
communication of the surveyed farmers and determine their level of knowledge about
extension recommendations of the technical wheat crop waste during production, storage,
consumption and total knowledge, determine the relationship between the degree of the
surveyed farmers knowledge to the recommendations and the independent variables,
determine the level of application of the technical recommendations and extension to reduce
waste of wheat crop during production, storage and consumption, and the level of practice,
and to determine the relationship between the degree of application of these recommendations
and independent variables. To determine the relationship between the degree of knowledge
and the degree of the implementation of the technical and extension recommendations to
reduce waste of wheat. And to identify the reasons of non-application of the recommendations
during production, storage and consumption, and to identify some of the information sources,
which provide surveyed farmers about how to reduce waste of wheat, and to identify the role
of Agricultural Extension in educating farmers to reduce waste of wheat crop. This research
was conducted in Sharkia due to its relative importance in wheat cultivation, and relied on
survey research as personal interview to collect data from a simple random sample of 150
respondents. It has been used to analyze the data: frequencies, percentages, the arithmetic
mean, standard deviation, and person correlation coefficient test. It was found as a result that
nearly three-quarters (73.3%) of the respondents, their total knowledge about
recommendations to reduce waste of wheat crop was high, and (33.3%) their applied practice
level to those recommendations was high. The results showed that the most important
information sources of respondents were: personal experience, friends and neighbors. It was
found that the agricultural leader, meetings and seminars were information sources of less
interest. The results showed that the role of agricultural extension confined to: provide a
sufficient quantity of the recommended wheat seeds types by a mean of (1.1) and make it
available at the appropriate time with a mean of (1.1).

Key words: Wheat crop waste, knowledge and application of technical recommendations,
the role of agriculture extension.
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