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ECONOMIC STUDY OF WINTER POTATOES PRODUCTION IN
SHARKIA GOVERNORATE

Ramadan M. Ramadanl, M.A. Mosselhyz, Samia M. El-Deeb’ and Azza E. Emarh!
1. Inst. Agric. Econ., Agric. Res. Cent., Egypt
2. Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT

Potatoes crop is a strategically important vegetable crop in Egypt, as a food and as
processing crop, in which some food products are based on it, potatoes is considered an
important source for national income. The problem of the study is that despite increase in the
cultivated and production area, and the increase of the total production of the buttonhole
winter potatoes crop at Sharkia Governorate, however the planted area for potatoes crop at
Sharkia Governorate does not exceed 3.7% from the total planted area of winter potatoes crop
in Egypt. The study aimed to analyze the level of economic performance for the production of
potatoes crop generally, and winter at Sharkia Governorate particularly, by evaluating the
economic policy of producing winter potatoes crop at Sharkia Governorate. The study relied
on two main sources of data preliminary data from field study of 65 farmers into 30 at
Belbeis, 35 at El-Husseiniya, and secondary published and unpublished data. The study used
descriptive and quantitative methods in analysis. The results indicated that 6.62 thousand
faddans have been cultivated by potatoes crop at Sharkia Governorate representing 3.17%
from the total area of winter potatoes crop in Egypt, which reached 208.42 thousand faddans.
While the total production at Sharkia Governorate was 84.64 thousand ton, representing 7.5%
from the total potatoes production for winter season in Egypt, which reached 1.114 million
tons. The overall total costs for potatoes crop in El-Husseiniya are greater than in Belbeis by
about 14%. Regarding the total production per faddan from winter potatoes in Sharkia
Governorate, the results found that the total revenue in El-Husseiniya is greater than in
Belbeis by about 10%. The indicators of economic efficiency show that net yield per faddan
from potatoes crop by pound in El-Husseiniya is greater than in Belbeis by about 7%. While
the gross margin for faddan from potatoes crop by pound in El-Husseiniya is greater than in
Belbeis by about 4%. Finally the study revealed that the profitability in pound in Belbeis is
greater than in El-Husseiniya by about 12%.
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