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Abstract

survey for natural enemies of lesser date moth
A Batrachedra amydraula Meyrk.was conducted in date

palm orchards in Saglawyia region/ Al-Anbar
Province during 2010. Results indicated the presence of two
larvae parasitoids found in samples of the fruits, they were
Parasterola sp (Hymenoptera:Bethylidae) and Pteromalus sp
(Pteromalidae: Hymenoptera) . The Pleromalus sp was
reported here as first record on the larvae of lesser date
moth in Iraq. The two species began to appear on the larvae
of the host in palm orchards at the end of the third week of
April; however, their numbers were very low being 2 and 3
individuals/week respectively. Then the numbers started to
rise gradually and reached the highest peak at the end of
May with a total numbers of 30 and 5 individuals for the
two species respectively. The first appearance of the adults
parasitoids in the yellow sticky traps was reported in the last
week of the April and their numbers started to rise gradually
to reach the highest levels, 25, and 15 individuals per trap
respectively during the end of May .Since these two
parasitoids were native in the local environment ,therefore
,they-should be conserved as a natural biocontrol agents
against the lesser date moth in Iraqg.
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