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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND 
COMMUNICATIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF PROTECTED 
FARMING GROWERS AND THEIR ADOPTION RATES OF 
TECHNICAL RECOMMENDATIONS OF TOMATOES CROP IN 
THE SULAYMANIAH GOVERNORATE AT KURDISTAN 
REGION/IRAQ. 
Saafan, I. A. A. *; E. I. EL-Gamilely**; H. S. Mohammed*** 
* Faculty of Agriculture - Mansura University - Rural Society Dept. 
** Faculty of Agriculture - Mansura University- Vegetables Dept. 
*** Ministry of Agriculture - Kurdisatn Region - Iraq . 

ABSTRACT 

This research aimed at identifying thepersonal, social and 
Communic ativecharac teristics of the respondents, as well as to 
identify the respondents adoption rates of technicalr ecommendations 
for the tomato growersin addition to the identification of the 
relationship between personal, social and communicative 
characteristics of there spondents and their rates of adoption of the 
studied technical recommendations. 

A personal interview questionnaire was used as a tool to 
collect field data, after a pre-test of the questionnaire and modifying 
some questions to become suitable for data collection. Data were 
collected from a systematic random sample of tomatoes growers 
under protected farming at the research area amounted to 40 growers. 
Data were collected during three months ofJune2013 to September 
2013. Some statistical tools and measures were used to display the 
result srelated to the objectives of the research, including range, the 
arithmetic me~n. and standard deviation. Chi-square test ( x 2

) to 
identify the relationship between personal, social and communicative 
characteristics and the sample adoption rates of technical 
recommendations of tomatoes growers in the research area. 
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The most important results have been reachedas follows: 
(A)with respect to personal, social and communicative 

characteristic of sample individuals:it was clear that more than one­
third of the respondents (39.2%) under the age of (36years), and that 
the majority (85%) are married, and 15.8%of respondents have no 
sons and nearly one-third of respondents saidthey readand write 
(32.5%}, the majority (62%) do not contributein any extension 
activities,and the vast majority of the mget their informationat a high 
rate from extension agent, previous personal experience, and 
consulting firms. 

(B)concerningthe adoptionrates of studied farming practices: 
adoptionrates of (2) studied practiceswas low (9.09%) and (6) 
practices (27.27%) of the tota studied practices came with a mode 
rate adoptionrate, (14) practices (63.64%) came with high adoption 
rate. 

(C)with respect to the relationship between there spondents 
adoption rates of the studied farming practices and their personal, 
social and communicative characteristics:it was clear that there were 
no signifi cantrelationship between the respondents' adoption rates of 
studied farming practices and their following personal, social and 
communicative characteristics: social status, number of sons, 
educational status, the total income from other sources, and the 
member ship of community-based organizations 

(D) it was clear that there were no signifi cantrel ationship 
between the respondents' adoption rates of studied farming practices 
and their following personal, social and communicative characteristics: 
age, the number of sons who working in agriculture, the total farm 
holding, the number of plastic houses, the total annualin come from 
agriculture, the participation in extension activities, and the sources of 
agricultural information. 
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