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ABSTRACT

The current study aims at analyzing the farmers' information seek
~ behavior and the factors determine their behavior. The study was carried out
in Dakahalia and Behira governorates. Three villages were selected in each
governorate. Stratified random sampling was selected to collect data from
792 farmers at Elkhademia, Elmothalth and Elkarn in Kafrelsheikh
governorate as well as Basantway, Arimon and Sanhour in Behira
governorate during the period from January til March 2014 through
questionnaire by personal interview with farmers at study’s area.

Frequencies, percentages, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, One Way
ANOVA, cluster analysis, factor analysis and logistic regression were used as
statistical tools and for presenting the resuits.

The main findings of the study could be summarized as follows: A
significantly greater number of sources were accessed and more frequently in
Behira governorate than Kafrelsheikh governorate. The average number of
information sources accessed was 4.14 in Behira governorate, while it was
3.48 in Kaferelsheikh governorate.

The four information seek behavior that emerged by using Ward’s
hierarchical clustering method were high, medium, semi-medium and low
seek. On average, high seek accessed 6.12 sources, while low seek
accessed 1.85 sources. The four farmer information seek behaviors differ
significantly by educational status, number of production activities, average of
agricultural income, farm size and governorate. Also, significant differences
emerge in the importance assigned to certain information by the farmers in
the four clusters related to seeds, pest control, agricultural residues
management, adaptation to climate change, post -harvest practices,
agricultural machinery and marketing .

The attitudes to agricultural information were grouped using factor
analysis. Five factors emerged from the analysis and were named cost of
acquisition the information, difficulty in seeking of the information, high
attitude to seek the correct information, ability to acquire the correct
information and trust in source information. The four seek information
behaviors were differ significantly by cost of acquisition the information,
difficulty in seeking of the information, and trust in source information. The
results showed that agricuitural extension should put into consideration
designing the extension programs depending on tailoring the delivery of
agricultural information to the different information seek behaviors of farmers.
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