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AN ECONOMIC STUDY FOR THE EGYPTIAN EXPORTS OF
MEDICAL AND AROMATIC PLANTS

Aya A.M. Ismaiel, A.M. Ragab, Ragaa M.R. Ebrahim and Amina A. Kotob
Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT

Medical and aromatic plants are considered among the promising crops which Egypt can
depend on for increasing National Income through the economic efficiency of its exports.
Egypt is considered one of the most important countries which produce medical and aromatic
plants because of its suitable environment. This research aimed to study some export
performance indicators namely : the instability factor, the geographic concentration factor and
the average and marginal propensity to export. The study concentrated on some main plants:
fennel, marjoram, caraway, chamomile, sweet basil and coriander, this plants were selected
on the base of relative importance of exports. To achieve the objectives, the study was relied
on statistical and economical methods to analyze the data, the study depended menially on the
published and unpublished data which was collected from various sources for the period
(2000 — 2013). The results showed that the average annual gross of quantity of basil, fennel,
chamomile and caraway was about 645, 255, 208, 96 tons representing about 6.9%, 0.5%
6.2%, 0.4% of the average quantity of all medical and aromatic exports, respectively during
the study period. The average annual gross of quantity of marjoram and coriander was
decreased by about 43.5, 51.5 tons and by about 1.5%, 3.4% of the total average amount of
exports respectively. The average annual gross of the value of exports of basil, chamomile,
marjoram and caraway was increased by about, 10622, 2700, 2600, 2670 thousand pounds,
representing anural growth rate 13.9%, 11.0%, 14.5% of the average value of exports for
each, respectively, the average annual gross of the value of exports of fennel and coriander
was decreased by about 43.5, 1256 thousand pounds, the estimates of instability factor refers
to instability in quantity, value and price of exports of the plants under study.

Key words: Medical and aromatic plants, Egyptian exports, instability index, geography
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