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MARKETING EFFICIENCY FOR TOMATO AND POTATO CROPS IN 
SHARJaAGOVERNORATE 

Ahmed M.A. lbrahim1*, M.A. Meselhy\ O.M. Oweida2 and S.A.M. Arram1 

1. Agric. Econ. Res. Inst., Agric. Res. Cent., Minis. Agric., Egypt 

2. Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt 

ABSRACT 

The economic marketing structure is considered the weakest one of the structures 
(production, marketing, consumption). Also, it is considered the least efficiency where the 
marketing costs increase and the services offered are very low compared with these costs. The 
vegetables are considered very sensitive during the marketing process, the most important 
vegetable crops in production, marketing, consumption and exportation are tomatoes and 
potato. The problem under study is the continues increase in the consumer prices inspite of 
the lower producer share beside the instability and fluctuation in the prices. All these factors 
cause market distortions. The study aimed to recognize the production and marketing 
efficiency parameters, beside studying the consumption for tomato and potato crops. The 
results show that average acreage cultivated with tomatoes reached about 43.321 thousand 
faddans represent about 8.25% from the total area which reached about 524.92 thousand 
faddans. The total tomatoes production in Sharkia was 742.8 thousand tons, represent about 
8.5% from the total production of Egypt which reached 8743.6 thousand tons during the 
period 2009-2013. The average area cultivated with potatoes was 10.07 thousand faddans 
represent 2. 71% from the total area in Egypt which was 3 71.86 thousand faddans. The total 
potatoes production in Sharkia was 133.89 thousand tons represent about 3.24% from the total 
production in Egypt which reached 413.02 thousand tons during 2009-2013. Tomatoes price 
for the producer was 1266 LE/ton., and the whole price was 1666 LE/ton., the cousumer price 
reached about 2011.66 LE/ton., this means that the marketing margin was 745 LE. The 
producer obtains 63 P.T from the consumer pound, the middlemen get 37 P.T from the 
consumer pound. Potatoes price was 690 LE/ton., the wholesale price was 468.7 LE/ton., the 
consumer price (retail) was 1106.7 LE ton thus, the marketing margin was 416.7 LE ton. The 
producer gets 62.3 PT/ ton from the consumer pound. The seasonality index for the consumer 
prices indicated that there was an increase in the consumer prices for potatoes in April, 
August, September (163.04%) and October. The seasonality index for potatoes indic_ate 
increasing in the consumer prices in July, September, October (137.45%), and November. The 
results indicated that there are instability in consumer prices for potatoes and tomatoes 
because there are differences in the quantities supplied and demanded and the factor affecting 
them like the cultivated area and the productivity and the climatic conditions. 

Key words: Marketing efficiency, marketing margins, distribution of consumer pound. 
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