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THE STRUCTURE OF HUMAN AND MACHINE LABOR WAGES IN
SHARKIA GOVERNORATE

Mohammed S. Mahfouz, A.R. Abu Al Ezz, T.M. Hassanein and A.A.M. Laban
Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agic., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: The number of male workers for the total activities of the public, private and
business sectors in Sharkia Governorate reached about 61.90 thousand workers, while the
average weekly wages was about 864 pound / week and the average number of working hours
was about 53 hours/week. As for the number of workers, the total activities of females
amounted to about 9 thousand workers with an average weekly wage of about 859 pound/
week, with an average number of working hours about 53 hours, during the year 2018. The
problem of the study was limited to the negative effects resulting from the continuous rise in
the general levels of wages in the sector of agricultural work represented in (human labor,
mechanical work, animal work) and the consequent high costs of agricultural service
operations, and consequently causing defects and disturbances in indicators of economic
efficiency and productivity of the agricultural sector. The study aimed at the possibility of
identifying the levels of agricultural wages in the agricultural sector (human work, automated
work, animal work). The study relied on presenting and analyzing data on the descriptive
method represented in calculating averages. The study based on the published secondary data
and primary data. A specially designed questionnaire form that was collected through
personal interviews from wheat farmers in the field study sample areas in Sharkia
Governorate, Egypt. The total study sample was about 120 observations, and it turned out that
the average number of workers for the wheat crop was about 1.95 man/day, with an average
wage of about 79.31 pound/day, with an average number of working hours amounted to about
4.03 hour/day, so the average hourly wage was about 19.68 pound/hour, during the
agricultural season 2019/2020. The average number of workers reached about 4.77 women/
day, with an average wage of about 78.65 pound/day, with an average number of working
hours amounting to about 4.74 hour/day, so the average hourly wage was about 16.82
pound/hour.

Key words: Agricultural wages, human labor wages, automated labor wages, seasonal
evidence, net return on the pound.
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