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THE ROLE OF WATER USERS' ASSOCIATIONS IN RATIONALIZING
THE USE OF IRRIGATION WATER IN SHARKIA GOVERNORATE

Mohamed A. Mahdi, I.M. Shalaby, Hosna M. Fouda and Magda A. Abd El-Aal
Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: This research aimed to identify some characteristics of the respondents, and
their level of orientation towards innovations in the field of irrigation water rationalization,
and to determine the relationship between the degree of their attitude towards innovations in
the field of irrigation water rationing and some independent studied variables, and to identify
the extent to which the respondents practice the roles that the association plays in
rationalizing water irrigation, the level of the respondents *knowledge of the water situation in
Egypt, and determining the relationship between the degree of the respondents’ knowledge of
the water situation in Egypt and some independent studied variables, and to identify the
obstacles facing the associations from the viewpoint of the respondents, and their proposals to
overcome those obstacles. This research was conducted in Sharkia Governorate, Egypt. The
General Administration for Irrigation West Sharkia was chosen, which contains five irrigation
engineering, namely: Zagazig Irrigation Engineering (35 associations), and Ibrahimia
Irrigation Engineering (32 associations), Irrigation engineering for Abu Kabir (27
associations), Kafr Saqr irrigation engineering (30 associations), and irrigation engineering
for awlad Sagr (27 associations). So the total number of associations is 151 associations in the
research area, The sample was chosen as follows: The comprehensive research represents all
the members of the board of directors of the associations in the research area, which
numbered 151 associations, and each association has (9) members as an average, because the
number of members of the board of directors is between (7: 11) members, and they are all
members of the board of directors and thus comprehensive The search has a number of 1359
members, and a deliberate sample was chosen from it, which is the choice of the president of
the association or his representative. Consequently, the research sample reached 151
respondents. One respondent’s form was excluded for lack of completion, so the sample
became 150 respondents (head of an association or his representative). The period from
November 2019 to February 2020 AD, by means of a questionnaire, in the personal interview
of the respondents, Several statistical methods were used in analyzing the data, namely:
Pearson's correlation coefficient, frequencies and percentages, progressive multiple regression
analysis, and the results of the research indicated: that more than two-thirds of the
respondents, by 78.7%, have a degree of neutral tendency towards developments in the field
of water conservation, and that 81.3% of the respondents stated that their degree of exposure
to water conservation information sources is medium and high, and that 60.7% of the
respondents stated that the role of women in the association’s activities is average, and 96%
of the respondents stated that their degree of satisfaction with working in the association is
medium and high, and 94.7% of the respondents The degree of their tendency towards
belonging to their local community is medium and high.

Key words: Role concept, water direction, water users' associations, Sharkia Governorate.
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