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FARMERS’ KNOWLEDGE OF THE TECHNICAL
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SOYBEAN CROP
PRODUCTION IN SOME VILLAGES
IN SHARKIA GOVERNORATE
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ABSTRACT: This research aimed to identify the level of knowledge of the farmers in
question regarding the technical recommendations for soybean crop production in some
villages of Sharkia Governorate, and their sources of information about those recommendations,
and also to identify the services provided by agricultural extension to soybean crop growers.
And determining the relationship between the total degree of farmers’ knowledge of the
technical recommendations for soybean crop production and each of their studied independent
variables as follows: age, the degree of education of the respondent, the number of years of
experience in growing soybean crops, the area cultivated with soybean crops, and the
productivity of an acre of soybean crop in the year. History, animal possession, degree of
exposure, information sources and to identify the problems facing soybean crop growers from
the perspective of the respondents, and to learn about the respondents’ proposals to overcome
these problems. Research data B was collected through a personal interview using a
questionnaire form from a random sample of soybean crop growers, which numbered 228
respondents, representing 40.7% of the total number of farmers. The villages studied during
the period from September to October 2023 AD, Frequencies, percentages, relative weight,
mean, and Spearman’s correlation coefficient were used as tools for statistical analysis and
extracting research results. The most important results of the research are summarized as
follows: that more than half of the respondents (61.4%) have a low level of knowledge, and
that there is an influential moral correlation between the degree of the total knowledge of
farmers. Respondents to technical recommendations for soybean crop production and each of
the following independent variables studied The degree of education of the respondent, the
productivity of an acre of the soybean crop last year, animal possession, and the degree of
exposure to information sources at a significance level (0.01). The most important sources of
information for soybean crop farmers were ranked in descending order according to the
relative weight, where it ranked first for the information sources, personal experience. With a
relative weight of 78.51, large farmers ranked second, with a relative weight of 77.41.
Friends, neighbors, and relatives ranked third for sources of information, then large farmers.
While the most important services were arranged in descending order according to their
relative importance from the perspective of the farmers surveyed: facilitating obtaining non-
genetically treated bean seeds in a timely manner with a weighted average value of 65.79,
training and educating farmers on how to practice soybean farming with a weighted average
value of 65.50. The most important problems faced by the respondents in the field of soybean
crop production when they planted soybean crops were arranged in descending order
according to the relative weight as follows: In first place came the problems related to
extension activities with a relative weight of (68.71). In second place: agricultural problems
came with a relative weight. (67.04), and in third place came marketing problems with a
relative weight of (65.40), and in fourth place came cognitive problems with a relative weight
of (65.28). The most important proposals of the farmers surveyed were to overcome the
problems facing farmers in the production of soybean crops, and they were arranged in
descending order, as the first place was occupied by providing fertilizers to agricultural
associations at reasonable prices, with a rate of 87.71%, and the second was to provide
pesticides in associations at appropriate prices, with a percentage of 86.84%.

Key words: Farmers’ knowledge, soybeans, Sharkia Governorate, technical recommendations.
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