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ABSTRACT

This study focused on the differcntiation of 357 brucella isolates and 15

reference brucella strains al the species. biovar and sub-biovar levels. The

substrate specific tetrnzolium reduction (SSTR) classified the isolates as Br.

melitensis with 4 main metabolic patterns_ Multi-phage typing identified the

isolates as Br. mPliUnsis with 4 lytic plIllcms. Antibiotic resislogram detected

seven field strains within the 343 isolates of Br. mefilellsis by. 3. two strains

in the 13 isolates of biovat 2. and one strain unique to the isolate of biovar I.

n\e epidemiological maps "'ere drawn. Combined SSTR (a simple

alternative to classic metabolic tests) and multi-phage typing guaranteed

accurate speciation. Amibiotic resiSlOgram was very helpful for strain typing.
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