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 The study aims to explain the current situation of the Egyptian 

foreign and agricultural trade in the last ten years (1995-2004) as 

well as the future of the Egyptian agricultural foreign trade. 
 

The thesis includes eight chapters: 
 

 The first chapter included two parts: the first contains the 

theoretical framework and explains the following issues: The Arab 

Free Trade Areas, COMESA, The Egyptian-European Partnership 

Agreement, and GATT agreement. A special attention is given to the 

multilateral trade negotiations in the agricultural sector, and the 

Export Development Strategy, which was prepared by the Ministry 

of Economics and Foreign Trade for the (2001-2003) period.  The 

Qualified Industrial Zones (QIZs) agreement was also explained, 

with special attention given to the ( QIZs) areas in Jordan. 
 

 The second chapter includes three parts: The first one illustrates 

the structure of the Egyptian foreign trade for the period 1990-

2004 as well as the agricultural and food balance structure for the 

period 1995-2004.  
 

 The second part explains the structure of the trade balance between 

Egypt and the foreign countries, and its relation with the different 

areas and economic blocs. 
 

 The third part deals with the structure of the trade balance with 

respect to different commodities groups during the 1995-2004 

period.  These groups are: raw cotton, rice, fresh vegetables and 



  ii

onions, fruits, grains, sugar, spins, medical and aromatic plants, 

preserved fruits and vegetables and their products.  

The third chapter explains the Egyptian as well as the Arab free 

trade areas of some Arab countries such as Syria, Libya, Jordan, 

Iraq, Lebanon, Morocco, and Tunisia.  
 

 The fourth chapter includes the COMESA agreement and the 

Egyptian trade and agricultural relations with its members.  It also 

includes an analysis for the time trend of the value of the total and 

agricultural exports and imports between Egypt and each of the 18 

members during the study period.  
  

 The fifth chapter includes the trade and agricultural relationship 

between Egypt and the 25 EU members.   
 

 The sixth chapter shows the impact of GATT agreement on the 

most important Egyptian agricultural exports namely: cotton, rice, 

potatoes, onions, green beans, oranges, and grapes.  The analysis 

also includes the impact of the agreement on the most important 

agricultural imports such as wheat, yellow corn, and wheat flour. It 

utilizes the dummy variables technique to analyze the impact of the 

agreement during the 1995-2004 period. The analysis includes two 

periods: before and after the application of the agreement. 
 

 The seventh chapter includes the changes occurred in the Egyptian 

foreign and agricultural trade as a result of the implementation of 

the Export Development Strategy, which was set by the Ministry of 

Economics and Foreign Trade for the period 2001-2003.  The 

analysis includes the countries that were affected by the strategy 

such as: USA, Saudi Arabia, Algeria, China, and Japan.  The 

dummy variables technique was applied to show such effect. The 

analysis was conducted in two periods: the first: 1997-2000, was the 

period prior to the application of the strategy, and the second: 2001-

2004, was the period after the application of the same strategy.      
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The eighth chapter handles the future of the Egyptian foreign 

agricultural trade with determining the important markets that 

should be maintained as well as the markets that should be 

developed. These markets include the Arab Free Trade Areas, 

COMESA countries, and the European Union countries . It also 

includes the value of the expected imports and exports of the 

Egyptian agricultural products from and to the countries and blocs 

that was included till 2010. It also included the expectation of the 

values and quantities of the most important exports and imports 

of the Egyptian exports and imports of the agricultural products till 

2010 and determining the relative importance of countries and 

blocs that were included in the study.         
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