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Attitudes of Rural Youth in Quena Governorate towards Settlement in
New Areas in South Valley

Mustafa Al-Sayed Ahmed Hamid

Abstract

The study aimed at identifying rural youth attitudes in Quena governorate towards
settlement in new areas in south valley through determining their knowledge degree
regarding new cultivated areas in south valley, motivations for settlement, expected
problems and finally determining the relationship between interviewees’ characteristics
and their attitude towards settlement in these areas.

The study was conducted in mother villages in Quena governorate on two youth samples
in age category (Y +-¥°): first, a sample of Y21 interviewees whom don’t work in the new
areas and second a sample of 1© whom work in the new areas in south valley.

Data were collected using personal interview questionnaire (June-August Y+)+) and the
following statistical methods were used: frequencies, percentages, T-test, simple
correlation coefficient and chi-square.

The most important results can be summarized as follows:

Y. Rural youth shared the following characteristics: high educational level, most of
them are unmarried, part of simple and medium families, posses no agricultural,
animal and mechanical ownership.

Y. The most important motivations for settlement were: increasing size of
agricultural land, improving standard of living and economic situation, to get out
of the hustle and high population density, and finally unemployment in old areas.

Y. Most of the interviewees had positive attitude towards settlement in new areas but
mostly distinguished among those whom work already in these areas.

€. A positive correlative relationship was found between total motivations towards
settlement and interviewees’ attitude towards such issue, whereas it was inverse
regarding size of agricultural and mechanization ownership for those already
working in new areas.

. The most important problems faced in the new areas were: poor and insufficient
transportation, area is far from home villages, unavailability of commodities and
recreation facilities.

The study highlights on the importance of solving problems and obstacles facing youth in
these new areas in order to attract them to settle in it.

Key words: Settlement, Rural Youth, Attitudes, South Valley
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