
ABSTRACT 

Hisham Ahmed Abdel Rahim Ahmed: The Impact of 

European Union Enlargement on the Egyptian Agricultural 

Exports. Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, Department of Agricultural 

Economics, Faculty of Agriculture, Ain Shams University, ٢٠١١. 

The agricultural exports are one of the most important sources for 

foreign exchange. It is also promoting exports sector is necessary to 

achieve overall economic development. The European Union is the 

most important trade partner for Egypt so any change to the (EU) will 

have a raised directly or indirectly on the Egyptian exports to it .The 

period (٢٠٠٧-٢٠٠٤) joined a dozen countries to (EU)to become the 

number of members from ٢٧ countries expected to be. What happened 

the changes will have an impact on the Egyptian agricultural exports. 

The study aimed to investigate the effect of EU enlargement on the 

structure of commodity, trade and agricultural cooperation between 

Egypt, the enlarged European Union and to shed light on the 

competitive position of the most important of Egyptian agricultural 

exports in the markets of the acceding countries.  

The study included five chapters, in addition to the forefront of 

showing the importance of the study, the problem, the goal and the 

way research have been addressed in the first section.  

Section two is the evolution of the structure of commodity and 

trade exchange between Egypt and the European Union before and 

after the expansion, chapter three  includes the current situation of the 

development of foreign trade of agricultural countries acceding to the 

European Union while the uniqueness of chapter four about 

geographical distribution and the competitive position of the Egyptian 

agricultural exports in the markets of the acceding countries to the EU. 

Chapter five  includes vision of the future for Egyptian agricultural 

to (E U) .The study consists of a summary in Arabic and another in 

English , supplements and a list of references.    



The study showed that the most important Egyptian agricultural 

exports to the enlarged E U are cotton, potatoes, rice, grapes , 

dehydrated onions, oranges, fresh onions. As well as to be considered 

a group of twelve, which joined (EU) net importer of cotton , rice, dry 

onion, grapes, lemons, oranges, cucumbers, potatoes and potato frozen 

tomatoes, while net exporter of anise, strawberries. As a growing 

market share of Egyptian rice in the Bulgarian market and oranges 

increased Egyptian market share in Poland, potatoes, strawberries, 

tomatoes, and anise in the Czech market, while the decline in market 

share of the Egyptian onions dry in the Romanian market and 

cucumbers in the Czech market. The Egyptian exports gained Poland 

market for grapes and limes.  

The most important adverse economic consequences of the 

accession of the twelve countries was the Egyptian markets, the Czech 

Republic, Malta and Slovak exports of potatoes and France , the 

Czech Republic and Poland in the rice, Slovaks in orange, and the 

Czech Republic and Latvia in fresh onions, after expansion of the 

European Union. The most important positive effects are increasing 

Egypt's exports of grapes and onion powder to (EU) has also acquired 

the Egyptian exports of grapes is a new market of Poland. 

The study pointed out the need to reduce the cost of shipping 

through the work of marketing programs for collective. Follow the 

methods of export in accordance with consumer tastes and care 

outside the process of export controls through compulsory screening 

of exports to ensure compliance with quality standards.   
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